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• Windows add-ons i Performance boosters • Internet applications 
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' secure your every bit 


INCLUDES: Firefox 1.5 • OpenOffice.org 2.0 • BitDefender 8 Free •The GIMP 
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✓ Protect your PC 

✓ Streamline the 
desktop 

✓ Tune up your 
system 

✓ Create stunning 
graphics 

✓ Organise and 
play MP3s 
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GREAT SAVINGS 


ON AWARD-WINNING HOSTING 





HIGHEST SPEC/ 
LOWEST PRICE 


Innovative products 
made affordable 

1&1 are industry renowed for giving 
the market the most comprehensive 
and feature packed solutions. 

Our continuous investment into 
development means that our 
customers will receive the most 
distinctive products with the highest 
specs at the lowest price. Check it 
yourself. We are confident that we 
offer you the best value for money. 


in an instant 

Whether you are a professional or 
a beginner let 1&1 help you build 
your ultimate website with the very 
latest tools. All 1&1 Shared Hosting 
packages come with lots of useful 
features which enable to fulfil your 
online ambition. You can create 
and publish your own interactive 
website without any technical 
requirement needed. 


08708 503305 

























For a limited time only, order any Shared Hosting package 
from 1&1 and enjoy the best value web hosting around 

1&1 has reduced all of its Shared Hosting packages by 20%, giving you a great saving. 
When hosting your website with 1&1, not only will you get the best price but you also get 
all the tools and features you need to create a professional looking website. Whether you 
are a beginner or running a small business, 1&1 has a package to suit your needs. Plus, 
for optimum performance we have 18,000 MBit connectivity, the largest in the industry. 



Market your website and 


2004 U 


2004 

WINNER 


As well as web building tools we 
realise that you want to market your 
website, generate customers and 
communicate with them and your 
site visitors. 1&1 Shared Hosting 
packages come Complete with high 
performance marketing tools which 
let you connect to your visitors 
through live interaction, feedback 
forms, newsletters and more. 


Free Software bundle 
worth £400 

Receive all you need to create, 
publish and promote your website. 
Edit your website using Photoimpact 
10SE and NetObjects Fusion 8. 
Finally, once your site is ready, launch 
it on over 300 search engines with 
Hello Engines and optimise your 
search engine placements with the 
Ranking Toolbox. 


1and1.co.uk 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY, 
1&1 PRICES SLASHED, 
20% OFF ALL SHARED 
HOSTING PACKAGES. 



&W 9 

£1<l.99 

from m m 


INCLUDES 5 FREE .CO.UK DOMAINS 


1&1 PROFESSIONAL PACKAGE 


&W 9 

£1^-99 

FROM a 

INCLUDES 10 FREE .CO.UK DOMAINS 


Total price per month + VAT 

For more information on our 
package features please visit 
www.1and1.co.uk 
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Welcome 

It's often said that the best things in life are free, but in the 
harsh, commercial world of computers you wouldn't expect that 
to hold true. It may surprise you to discover that in fact it's just 
as true for PCs as anything else. 

In this issue of PC Tools we set out to show you that it isn't 
necessary to spend lots of money to get hold of decent software. Every 
single one of the 130+ programs on the CD is freeware and many of them 
are as good as - if not better than - products that cost hundreds of pounds. 
And on the second disc you'll find a free operating system that you can try 
as an alternative to Windows. 

Don’t take our word for it, give some of this software a try, you're almost 
certain to find something that you'll want to keep on using again and again. 

Ian Barker - Editor 

ianb@magnesiummedia.com 


Why freeware 


What is the world of free software all about? And how well do freeware 
offerings stack up against the commercial competition? We reveal all you 
need to know and compare some leading software packages against the 
freeware alternatives. 




Competition 
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Win a full 
copy of 

Linspire 5.35 

This complete Linux-based operating 
system and application suite usually 
costs £49.99, but five lucky readers 
can win a copy in our easy-to-enter 
competition. 



Windows tools.19 


You don’t have to accept Windows the way it came out of the box. Use the 
selection of tools in this section to change the look and feel of the 
operating system, add extra features to your desktop and tweak some of 
its hidden settings. 




Graphics tools 
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CONTENTS 


Modern PCs are more powerful than ever and are therefore ideal for 
! managing digital media. Whether you just want to play the odd MP3 or 
form the basis of a complete home entertainment system you should find 
I something here to help. 


Internet tools...40 


Although you can get online using just what's provided with Windows, there 
are plenty of alternatives to be had and many of them are free. In this 
section you'll find the latest versions of some of the very best alternative 
Web browsers, mail clients and more. 
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Tuning and performance. ♦... ... 46 


Most PCs slow down as they get older due to an accumulation of old files 
and redundant registry entries. Claw back some of your system's lost 
performance with our selection of tools to clean up, tune up, tweak and 
test your computer. 



Miscellaneous.57 


Burn CDs and print labels for them, compress files, read books, remember 
birthdays, even view your house from space. All this and more in this 
collection of clever but hard to pigeon-hole tools - you're bound to 
discover something useful here. 



SUBSCRIBE TO 

PCTOOLS 


AND 

SAVE 

33 % 

SEE PAGE 12 FOR 
FULL DETAILS 



Regulars 


This is the place to go if you want to put your PC to work. We've assembled 
some of the very best freeware tools to boost your productivity, whether 
you need a full office suite or just a handy utility for taking notes you'll find 
it here. 


Office and productivity .52 B Getting started with the CD.6 

Learn how to get the best from the coverdisc browser. 

Back issues.18 

Complete your PC Tools collection now! 

Websites.62 

Take a look at our pick of the best Freeware sites. 

Complete listing.65 

Find out which page features the program you want. 

Next issue.66 

Discover what we have planned for the next edition of PC Tools. 
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Getting started 
with the CDs 


Learn how to get the 
most from this issue's 
cover CDs 



Problem solving 


I insert the disc, it spins, and 
then my PC freezes. Then things 
start crashing. What's going on? 

It sounds like a faulty disc. These 
are very rare but do sometimes 

crop up. Return it 

happily supply a 
replacement - 
send it to: PC Tools, 
Magnesium Media 
Ltd, Grove House, 
227-233 London 
Road, Stockport, SK7 
4HS, UK. 

I keep getting errors 
saying that the 
browser program can't 
find browser.esv or 
other files. However, I 
can access the folders 
on the CD using My 
Computer without any 
trouble. 

Once again, this sounds 
like a faulty disc. See the 
instructions above about 
returning it for replacement. 


The disc used to work fine but 
now doesn't. What's gone wrong? 

It might be that the CD is dirty or 
has become scratched through 
mistreatment. Try placing it under a 
running cold water tap and gently 
rubbing the surface with a tissue to 
remove greasy stains. Examine it 
carefully for scratches and other 
blemishes. Please note that we 
cannot replace a disc that has been 
damaged through bad handling in 
this way. 

I installed an application and it 
doesn't work/crashes/is buggy! 

Some applications work fine on 


it PCs b 




minority of computers. This is 
outside of the control of PC Tools. 
The best policy is to visit the 
website of the person or company 
responsible for that application. 
They're likely to know much more 
about any potential problems and 
might have a cure or workaround. 
Sometimes downloading the latest 
version of the application fixes 
the problem. 


Select one of the tabs directly below the PC Tools logo. Then 
scroll down the list of applications using the scroll bar until you 
find something you're interested in. Click the program's name 
once. The installation will start and the browser will remain 
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1 Browser Tabs The programs on the PC 
Tools CD are split into various categories, 
according to program type. If you're looking 
for security programs, for example, you'll 
find them under the Security tab. 

2 Search If you're looking for a specific 
program or type of application, the easiest 
way to find it is by clicking the Search 
button and entering your search term. 

3 Search Results The results of your last 
search will be listed here - these could be 
programs from anywhere on the disc. 

4 Program Name As well as listing program 
names, these buttons can be clicked to 
install the related software (if in .exe or 
.msi format) or launch the relevant 

.zip archive. 

5 Description This field provides a brief 
description of what the program does. In 
some cases, you will also find important 


information here, such as a website to visit 
for a program-unlock code. 

6 System This field lists the operating 
systems under which the relevant program 
should work. Although we try to provide 
accurate information, we cannot guarantee 
that a program works for a given OS even if 
listed here. 

7 Program Type Most of the programs on 
our coverdisc are either fully featured 
programs or freeware, which means you can 
use them for as long as you like with no 
restrictions. Shareware software, on the 
other hand, can be used for a limited period 
only. After this period, you will need to 
register the software to continue using it. 

8 Notes Any restrictions in the use of the 
software will be listed here. In the case of 
shareware programs, this may include the 
length of the trial period. 


Coverdisc 

helpline 

If you're having problems using the coverdisc 
browser program, please contact 

0871 
223 1112 

www.magnesiummedia.com/support 
(Monday-Friday 10am-4pm) 

Please note that this helpline is for coverdisc problems 
only and NOT for general technical support 


Windows 95 

Please note that we do not guarantee any of these 
programs will work under Windows 95. You should, 
however, find that a large proportion of 98-compatible 
programs also work under 95. 

Disclaimer 

Some of the programs on the PC Tools coverdisc have 
the potential to seriously damage your PC if used 
incorrectly. It is your responsibility to thoroughly 
research a program and its function before using or 
installing it. PC Tools, Magnesium Media Ltd and/or any 
associated company or individual cannot be held 
responsible for any problems arising from use of the 
coverdisc. You install and use the programs on the disc 
at your own risk. 

US disclaimer 

US law only allows you to make one backup copy of any 
software or media, for personal and archival purposes 
only. This is the intended purpose of the copying and 
extracting software supplied on the coverdisc. Any 
other use is strictly prohibited and we will not be held 
responsible for misuse of any of the Included programs 
on the disc. 




























































Why 

freeware? 


How well do freeware applications stand up to the 
features offered by rival commercial packages? 


F feeware programs - a genuine 
alternative to commercial 
applications, or just flimsy, bug- 
ridden amateur projects? freeware 
stands up more strongly than you 
might think to the products that 
you'll find on the high street shelves, 
and when the price difference runs 
into hundreds of pounds it’s 
important to make the right choice. \ 
If you're new to the freeware ' 
scene then it's likely that the first 
question you'll have is: why? Why 
do software developers and coders 
give away their hard work for free, 
when they could be making a 
healthy living from it? 

The philosophy of freeware goes 
back to the beginnings of software 
itself in the 1960s and 1970s. Back 
then, programs were simple add¬ 
ons created by the hardware 


vendors to make their machines 
useful, and code was freely 
swapped around and distributed. 
However, as substantial time and 
effort was required to create ever 
more complex applications, this 
philosophy began to change - in 
1976 Bill Gates wrote a famous open 
letter to computer hobbyists 
accusing them of stealing 
■Microsoft's BASIC programming 
language without paying for it. 

"Who can afford to do professional 
work for nothing?" he asked. 

Despite the rise of commercial 
|Sjftware, the freeware concept still 
thrives. The term covers a broad 
'range of software, from the part- 
time programmer who releases a 
small utility for no charge, to huge 
open source projects - in the latter 
case, not only is the application 



work for nothing?" was the 
question posed by Microsoft's 
Bill Cates in 1976 


released for free, but the code is 
also available to edit and modify as 
required. There are several 
variations on the central free 
software idea, including shareware, 
where a small registration fee is 
required to unlock the full feature 
set of a particular program. Open 
source applications, meanwhile, are 
not only released for free, but their 
source code is given away too - 
anyone is free to develop and 
modify the program as they wish to 
suit their oWn needs. 

Of course, the big manufacturers 
haven't dismissed the Idea of 
freeware either. Microsoft includes j 
several applications (including,:,: ,' f '3/ 
Internet Explorer and Media Player) 
in the price of the Windows 
operating system, because it is in 
the company's interest to have a 
large market share in these areas. 
Apple currently releases the iTunes 
media player and organiser as a 
free download, because it makes 
money from the audio hardware 
and downloads that tie in with it. 

Freeware isn't hard to find on the 


Internet. Try www.nonags.com and 
the freeware section of www. 
snapfiles.com as starting points. 
Open source projects are also 
widespread, and many of them are 
collected together at http:// 
sourceforge.net - click through the 
categories to browse through the 
different programs on offer. 

The freeware alternative 

There are now several freeware 
applications making the likes of 
Microsoft and Adobe sit up and take 
notice. OpenOffice.org, the GIMP, 
Mozilla Firefox and the Linux 
operating system have all 
developed a level of quality, 
usability and stability that puts 
them right up with their commercial 
equivalents. In no way could these 
applications be labelled inferior or 
problematic, and it looks likely that 
many more programs will reach this 
standard in the future. 

It is possible to create a PC 
system with nothing but freeware 
installed. Of course, you'd need to 
start off with a Linux-based 
operating system and work upwards 
from there. Despite the best efforts 
of volunteer programmers, freeware 
still lags behind commercial 
software in certain areas, including 
technical support, documentation 
and compatibility. At times going for 
the cost-free option means more 
effort and patience. Ultimately, 
however, there's little point in paying 
for off-the-shelf packages if you 
don't have to - we've put some of 
the freeware big hitters up against 
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“THIS COLLECTIVE SPIRIT AND 
EFFORT IS ONE OF THE MOST 
APPEALING ASPECTS OF THIS 
OFFICE PACKAGE” 


their commercial equivalents to help 
you make a decision. Remember 
that some retail packages are 
available as demos, so you can try 
them out and judge whether or not 
each one is worth the cost before 
parting with your money. 

OpenOffice.org vs 
Microsoft Office 

OpenOffice.org is one of the heroes 
of the open source world while the 
Office suite represents one of 
Microsoft's flagship programs. Both 
applications combine several 
different tools, including a word 
processor, spreadsheet, database 
and presentation package. In fact 
there are several different editions 
of Microsoft Office containing 
different combinations of progiams 
-the most expensive package 
includes a DTP program and 
website creator as well. All editions 
come with the email and time 


management tool Microsoft 
Outlook, something which 
OpenOffice.org lacks (if you want a 
replacement for this, try Mozilla). 
There are six fixed components in 
OpenOffice.org - word processor, 
spreadsheet, database, presentation 
program, maths equation creator 
and vector drawing program. 

The online development 
community is hugely important to 
the progress of OpenOffice.org, 
which is why the application name 
is given over to the website 
address. It's here that the planners, 
programmers and testers meet to 
work on new features, fix old ones, 
and take the project forward. 


Anyone can get involved in helping 
to improve OpenOffice.org, and this 
collective spirit and effort is one of 
the most appealing aspects of this 
office package and open source 
programs in general. If you'd like to 
help out, visit the website for more 
instructions - even if you don't have 
the coding p r owess to write any of 
the program, you cad still suggest 
new features, report bugs, or help 
document the application's abilities. 

In terms of basic features there's , 
nothing to choose between the two 
office suites, and the interfaces are 
broadly similar as well. In some 
areas, they do differ - the additional 
investment put into the Microsoft 
product mean that there are many 
more added extras and resources 
such as templates and clio-art (both 
provided with the program and 
online), as well as more support 
options. However, the Microsoft 
product doesn't have it all its own 
way - OpenOffice.org has several 
tricks up its sleeve, including the 
ability to open and save documents 
as PDFs, and the option to export 
presentations as Flash files for use 
on the Web. The freeware program 
is also compatible with a wider 
range of platforms and document 
standards, so unless you're after a 
particular feature that's only 
available from Microsoft, then you 
can save hundreds of pounds to 
spend on something else. 


BitDefender vs Norton 
Antivirus 

Antivirus protection is not 
something you can treat lightly, but 
BitDefender provides 
comprehensive protection for your 
system files and email inbox. This 
program is a free version of a 
commercial package, differentiating 
it from open source software in 
which the source code is also 
available - it's best used as a 
system scanner rather than a pro- 
active Inte'net monitor, and 
employs the same advanced 
scanning techniques and definitions 
used by all of the BitDefender 
products. 

BitDefender will check for, 
download and install updates 
automatically, so you'll always be 
protected against the latest threats 
and known viruses. As soon as the 
program is installed, it will scan 
through the Windows folder, 
running as a small icon in the 
system tray from then on. 

In comparison, Norton Antivirus 
is one of the true commercial 
heavyweights, and (like 
BitDefender) is available as a 
standalone solution or as part of a 
more comprehensive security 



Norton Antivirus offers a more 
comprehensive solution but is also 
a more bloated application 
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package. Produced by software 
giants Symantec, the Norton 
application will run additional 
checks on your emails as they come 
in, and includes a few extras, such 
as a spyware and adware scanner. 
As is often the case with the larger 
commercial programs, it will firmly 
embed itself within Windows, 
adding registry entries, a startup 
utility and several background 
monitor and scanning tools. d 
Rumours abound that Microsoft 
will shortly enter the antivirusl ; 
market (as they have done with 
their beta anti-spyware program), 
and it's highly likely that the next 
version of Windows will come with a 
range of security tools already 
included in the package. However, 
this doesn't mean that you can 
relax - although the current edition 
of Microsoft's operating system 


includes a firewall, it’s basic in its 
functionality, and you can get extra 
protection by upgrading to 
something more comprehensive. 
Whether you go out and buy a 
commercial program or stick with a 
freeware tool, make sure that the 
application you choose is able to 
regularly download new definitions 
and updates over the Web. 

The GIMP vs Adobe 
Photoshop Elements 

The freeware community is entitled 
to feel a great deal of pride where 
the GIMP is concerned, as it's one of 
the most powerful, feature-rich, 
polished free programs around. 

GNU Image Manipulation Program is 
the title behind the acronym, with 
GNU being a free operating system 
(the program has since been ported 
to many other platforms, including 



Adobe Photoshop Elements 
includes some impressive tools 
and a photo management module 


Windows). The GIMP was one of the 
first freeware tools written by 
programmers for home users (as 
opposed to other programmers), 
and it has a high level of usability 
and power. 

There are plenty of tools and 
filters to explore within the GIMP. 
From simple brightness and 
contrast controls, to more complex 
filters such as light and art effects, 


and with full support for layers, 
there's very little that this image 
editing package doesn't have. One 
aspect that might take some 
getting used to is the method of 
using separate windows for all of 
the dialog boxes and palettes, so 
the GIMP might take up four or 
more buttons on the taskbar. Aside 
from this, it’s a breeze to use, and 
you'll find plenty of help and 
tutorials on the website. 

Up against this impressive 
offering is the consumer version of 
the undisputed king of the image 
editors, Adobe Photoshop Elements. 
As well as featuring a wide range of 
tools and effects, Elements also 
includes a photo management 
component that enables you to 
organise and tag your digital snaps. 
The software is aimed squarely at 
home users looking to tweak, 
enhance and catalogue their photos, 
and it has a polish and style that 
makes it easy to see how its 
reputation has been earnt. If you like 
to get a bit more involved with your 
photos and graphics, then Elements 
includes everything that you need. 

With its built-in How To guides 
and ‘quick fix' options, Photoshop 


Elements is a natural choice for 
users looking to get their images 
quickly downloaded, enhanced and 
catalogued. The program comes 
with a rather intrusive transfer 
manager that springs into life 
whenever you connect a camera or 
flash memory device, and images 
that aren’f snaps of family and 
friends are somewhat overlooked. 
There’s no doubt that the organiser 
is a quality piece of software, 
enabling you to tag up photos and 
sort them in all kinds of ways, but 
the GIMP'S focus is on image 
editing, and here it stands up very 
well. Both applications enable you 
to crop, cut, and merge images 
together with layer support and 
blending; both have a long list of 
filters and effects that can 
transform pictures from one state 
into another; and both have a 


powerful range of painting tools, 
including a clone brush and 
dodge/burn tools. 

The GIMP does have an edge with 
its Script-Fu commands, each of 
which combine a range of filter 
settings together to create a 
particular customised effect. The 
built-in scripts enable you to add 
everything from coffee stains to 
weave and cloth effects. While there 
isn't the same slickness that you'll 
find in Adobe's package, the 
drawing and editing tools are just 
as powerful. 

HTML Builder XP vs 
Dreamweaver 

This really is a David and Goliath 
match-up, with the free HTML 



Dreamweaver is the most 
comprehensive website designer 
around, but is overkill for home users 



The GIMP offers plenty of advanced image editing 
power through a sprawling interface 


"THE GIMP WAS ONE OF THE 
FIRST FREEWARE TOOLS WRITTEN 
BY PROGRAMMERS FOR HOME 
USERS (AS OPPOSED TO OTHER 
PROGRAMMERS), AND IT HAS A HIGH 
LEVEL OF USABILITY AND POWER" 
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Builder XP taking on the might of At the other end of the scale is 



“ONE OF WINAMP'S MOST 
APPEALING FEATURES IS THE 
DIRECTORY OF SKINS AND 
PLUG-INS ON ITS WEBSITE, 
WHICH RUN INTO THE HUNDREDS 
OF THOUSANDS" 


lething like this, but 
ie the freeware 
ore than adequate. 



of freeware 
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;gendary and 
other corner, 
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program, as 
Windows - 
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audio and 
graphic ec 


of Winamp's most appealing 
features is the directory of skins 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 


SAVE £10 


Subscribe to PC Tools 

for only £19.94 for 

_ __ _ CUE 


The BEST collection 


of FREE software... EVE 


Each issue of PC Tools brings 
you a stunning collection of 
software designed to give you 
everything you need to master 
an area of computing. You’ll 
find fantastic free programs on 
the coverdisc plus expert 
advice in the magazine. Many 
of the programs will save you 
hundreds of pounds when 
compared with similar in-the- 
shop products. Every issue 
covers a different area of 
computing. Forthcoming 
issues include: 


^ m CTOOIS -issue: 

Freewan 


m AM 


N^os, n o string s, - 

" ✓Protect your 
✓ Streamline tl 


• Windows XP 

• File Sharing 

• PC Rescue 


Make sure your personal copy is 
delivered direct to the door by 
completing and returning the 
form, or call us today on 
0871 223 1113 
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PC TOOLS SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


6 issues! 


»°vies and DVDs 

issue 26 


Postcode . 

Daytime Tel. No . 

Email address . 

I wish to pay by (please tick) 

□ Cheque/Postal order (Payable to Magnesium Media) for 
£19.94 

rjp Credit Card (Visa/Mastercard/Switch) 


Security Number (The last 3 numbei 

CCD 

Expiry date 

m 

Cardholders name. 


DO 


Call 0871 223 1113 


(Mon-Fri 0930-1700) 
Order online at www.magnesiumm 


now 


Pay only £3.33 per issue 

(Normal price £4.99) 

Priority delivery 
Free postage and packing 
Complete with all coverdiscs 
Never miss an issue again 


Beginning with issue number 

Title.Initial. 


□ YES - Please send me the next 6 issues of PC TOOLS 
for only £19.94 saving £10 on the shop price! 
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Linspire 
Live! 
5.0 
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aesmop'Linuxi 

NO INSTALL 


LINUX 


* f,?Z' ete ° peratin S system plus 
all the applications you’ll ever need! 




f you've been around PCs for 
any length of time, you've 
probably already heard of Linux, 
the open source operating system. 

If you're used to the comfort zone 
offered by Windows, however, the 
thought of installing and trying out 
something different may seem a 
little daunting. Linux and many of 
the websites devoted to it often 
seem to assume some prior 
knowledge of the system which can 
be off-putting for beginners. But it 
needn't be as difficult as you think. 
Our second CD on this issue 
contains a live version of Linspire, a 
Linux-based operating system that's 
remarkably easy to use. 

The 'live' part means that you 
can run it by booting from the CD, 


so that it won't affect anything else 
on your machine. When you're 
finished you can just remove the 
disc and reboot to Windows as 
normal. 

Linspire has been designed to 
make anyone who's familiar with 
Windows feel at home straight 
away. Everything works in a similar 
manner to the way it does in 
Windows and it even uses familiar 
terms like My Computer to lessen 
the culture shock of a different 
system. What's more, the CD 
contains more than just an 
operating system, there's a copy of 
OpenOffice, a Web browser, instant 
messenger, media player and more. 
This gives you a chance to properly 
try out the system for real day-to- 


day tasks. Linspire is plug and play 
in a similar way to Windows too, so 
you can save any files you create to 
an external drive or USB stick - you 
can even burn CDs if you have a 
second drive available. It's also 
compatible with the latest 
networking standards, including 
802.11g wireless, so it should be 
easy to link to your existing 
network. Though of course being a 
live version you'll lose the settings 
each time you reboot. 

Over the next few pages we'll 
take a look at what Linspire can do 
and how you can use it. If you fancy 
giving it a go just slip in the disc 
and restart. If your PC isn't set up 
to boot from CD, you'll need to 
check in the BIOS, look for the 
setting that determines the boot 
sequence and make sure the 
CD/DVD drive is checked first. If you 
like what you see once you've tried 
Linspire you can get more 
information from www.linspire.com, 
or why not enter our competition 
on page 35 to win a full version that 
you can install to your hard drive? 

What is Linspire? 

Let’s step back from that question 
just a little and first of all explain 
what Linux is. It’s an operating 
system designed by a Finnish 
programmer called Linus Torvalds 
and originally based around the 
Unix operating system used by 
businesses. Because it’s open 


source - see this issue's feature - 
once Linux was released other 
people were able to join in with the 
development to the point where 
now the operating system is 
maintained and developed by 
thousands of programmers 
worldwide. 

Linspire uses a version of Linux 
as its base, but it's been designed to 
be as much like Windows as 
possible. This makes it ideal for 
people who've never used a Linux 
system before to make the switch 
since it does away with much of the 
complex configuration needed to 
install most versions of Linux. It was 
originally called Lindows, but had 
its name changed following a 
dispute with Microsoft. 

Though it uses the open source 
core of Linux, Linspire isn't free, full 
installable versions cost £49.99 - 
don't panic though, you can use the 
live version on the CD without 
charge for as long as you want. 
Basically you're getting Linux 
(which is free) but paying for the 
additional ease of use and 
installation that Linspire provides 
and it’s still cheaper than buying 
Windows. Linspire also offers 
subscription packages to allow you 
to download additional software via 
the Web using a system called CNR 
(Click ‘N Run). Subscriptions are 
also available to keep the system up 
to date with virus protection and 
safe surfing products. 
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Getting started with the LinspireLive! CD 


Linspire 


I The Launch button takes the place of the 
Windows Start menu for launching 
programs 

2 Time and date are displayed in the 
bottom corner, and their settings can 
be accessed by right clicking 

3 Speaker volume and other settings an 
easily accessed from the taskbar 

4 If you’re using a laptop, Linspire 
displays the system's power status 

5 Should you need help, click the life¬ 
jacket icon on the toolbar 

5 There are quick-launch icons for the 
browser, email and messenger 
programs so you can open them with a 
single click 

7 Removable drives are accessible from 
the desktop so that you can save and 
import files even when running from the 
live CD 

8 Terms like My Computer are used to 
help Windows users feel at home 


The desktop 

The Linspire desktop is based around the KDE graphical 
environment. This is a solution that's used by many versions of 
Linux and has a familiar point and click interface, so users of any 
similar systems should feel comfortable straight away. 

Linspire goes further by using terms like My Computer to make 
Windows users feel at home, and attempts to give the whole 
system a look and feel that is similar to the Microsoft product. The 
Launch button at the bottom left takes the place of the Windows 
Start button and gives you access to all of the system's functions. 
Next to it are a series of toolbar icons that allow you to quickly 
get to functions like the web browser, email and help. 

On the right of the toolbar you'll find the clock display and 
icons for controlling speaker volume, power status for laptops, 
and a handy button for powering off the machine. 

The My Computer option lets 
you access things in a 
Windows-like way 
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Security 

For many people, one of the big 
attractions of Linux is that it's more 
secure than Windows. There are 
Linux viruses, but they're 
remarkably rare, so as a Linspire 
user you're pretty much immune to 
the kind of scares that constantly 
dog Microsoft's operating system. 

Linspire has a firewall turned on 
by default to protect your Internet 
connection - you can get online even 
with the live version, well show you 
how shortly. If you choose to go for a 
fully installed version of the package, 
the company offers a subscription- 
based anti-virus service to ensure 
that you stay fully protected. There's 
also a Web privacy service available 
to allow you to restrict what younger 
members of the family can access on 
the Net. 

Internet 

All of the tools you need to access 
the Internet are included on the 
LinspireLive! CD. You’ll need to 
configure the settings for your 
modem or network, but getting 
online is pretty straightforward. If 
you connect via a network that 
assigns IP addresses automatically, 
then simply selecting the network 
card is all you need to do. If you use 
dial-up, then you'll need to enter 
the modem location, phone number 
and sign on information to allow it 
to connect. 

The browser is based on the 
Mozilla engine so it'll be familiar to 
anyone who's used Firefox under 
Windows. It offers all the 
advantages of Firefox too including 
tabbed browsing and easily 
organised bookmarks. Unique to the 


Linspire version is a facility called 
HotWords, hover over a word on a 
Web page for a couple of seconds 
and it will become highlighted, then 
you can right click and access a 
range of options from looking it up 
in a dictionary to using the word as 
a search term for other websites or 
online auctions. You get a clever 
online spell checking feature too, so 
you’ll have no excuse for errors in 
online forms or forum postings. 

There's an instant messenger 



the Mozilla engine 


program included too, which is 
compatible with MSN Messenger, 
Yahoo! Messenger and several other 
popular messaging programs. This 
means that even though you're 
using Linspire you can still keep in 
touch with all of your contacts in 
the world of Windows. 

Of course there's an email client 
as well. In addition to all the normal 
features you'd expect from a mail 
program, Linspire's version has 
built-in spam filtering. This learns 
which messages you consider as 
spam and which you don't making it 
more effective the more you use it. 

Linspire also includes a Web 
authoring program called NVU that 
allows you to create your own HTML 
pages from within the system. 

Office software 

On a practical level, the 
LinspireLive! CD includes a 
selection of programs that you can 


use to carry out your day-to-day 
tasks. These are mainly based 
around the OpenOffice.org suite, so 
if you've used the freeware version 
of this under Windows you'll already 
be familiar with how it operates. 

Just as in the Windows version, 
the suite includes a word processor 
that has alt the functions of 
commercial packages such as 
Microsoft Word. It can read and write 
files in most of the popular formats, 
so that you can edit Word documents 
for example without any problems. 

The spreadsheet program is 
similarly compatible with Excel too, 
so you can easily exchange 
documents. In addition OpenOffice 
has a presentation manager for 
handling slideshows and business 
presentations, and a drawing 
program for producing charts and 
graphics, so it should meet most of 

As well as OpenOffice you get a 
PDF viewer, a simple paintbox 
program called KolourPaint, a 
calculator and a fax program. 
There's also Lassist, an office 
assistant program that offers 
address book and calendar features 
to keep you organised. 



OpenOffice is included on the CD 
and is fully compatible with MS 
Office documents 
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Other programs 

In addition to the stuff we've 
discussed up to now, there are a 
selection of other programs that 
you'll find on the CD, all of which 
help to make Linspire an operating 
system that you could happily use 
every day. 

You get Real Player 10 for playing 
audio and video files, and streaming 
video from the Net. It supports a 
full range of audio and video 
formats, and includes a browser 
plug-in for embedded media, 
making it a good general purpose 
media player. 

If you're just interested in playing 
music, there’s Linspire's own Lsongs 
program for playing and ripping 
tracks and organising your music 
collection. It can stream Internet 
radio too and lets you share music 
over a network with other Lsongs 
systems or those running iTunes or 
Windows Media Player. You can use 
it to upload tracks to a portable 
MP3 player as well. 


Lphoto is included on the CD too, 
it lets you manage a digital image 
collection, and perform common 
photo fixes such as cropping, 
resizing and removing red eye. It 
will allow you to import 


photographs direct from a digital 
camera, sort pictures and create 
slideshows. 

The K3b program lets you burn 
CDs and DVDs as either data, video 
or music discs. Though if you're 


running the live version from CD 
you'll need a separate drive to be 
able to do this as the Linspire disc 
needs to remain in the drive it 
booted from whilst the system's 
running. 

There are even a few games 
included to keep you entertained, 
these are the usual selection of 
card games, along with some others 
like Battleships that you can play 
against the computer or against an 
online or networked opponent. 



Lsongs lets you play and organise 
your music collection 
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Windows 
tools 


m 


B ecause most of us use 
Windows every day, it's 
easy to take the 

functions of the operating system 
and the way that it works for 
granted. That's not to say that it's 
perfect and there are plenty of 
programs around to improve the 
way it operates, both in terms of 
looks and functionality. Haven't 
you ever wished that there was 
more working space or that you 


could change the icons used for 
various items? 

In this section we've provided a 
selection of tools that you can use 
to enhance and improve the 
Windows desktop in various ways. 
These include adding transparency 
effects, providing additional work 
space by adding multiple virtual 
desktops, even radically changing 
the way the desktop looks and 
operates with the clever visuals of 


SphereXP. There are toolbars that 
will add additional functionality by 
placing useful information at the 
side of your screen where it's easy 
to get at - a style that's set to 
become increasingly common when 
Windows Vista replaces XP later this 
year. These include Google Desktop 
that makes it easy to link to a whole 
host of Web content and to search 
your PC to find files and emails. 

We've also included some useful 


tools to let you tweak various 
settings within the Windows 
system, many of which are 
otherwise hard to access. And 
finally there are some programs to 
help with the vital process of 
handling Windows updates, both 
keeping track of what you have 
installed and making it easy to 
transfer them to other machines 
so you only have to download 


Alpha XP Lite 

Alpha XP Lite adds transparency 
effects to any Windows XP or 2000 
system. Using this program you can 
make the taskbar or any window 
that you're working on transparent. 
You can set a keyboard shortcut to 
allow you to access the effects 
quickly and easily. The default for 
this uses Ctrl + Shift + the numbers 


0 to 9, so that 1 represents a 
normal, solid window and 0 is all 
but invisible. 

The taskbar can be set to fade in 
gradually when you move the 
mouse cursor over it, and you 
determine its default level of 
transparency using a simple slider 
control. Once set up, the program 
runs from the task bar so you don't 
need to access it directly other than 


to change the options, though its 
window is skinnable. 

Alpha XP Lite is freeware, but if 
you like it you can upgrade to a 
shareware version that offers 
additional features including adding 
itself to context menus and putting 
a transparency button to program 
title bars, this costs US$14.95 to 
register. 

Location \windows\AlphaXPLite.msi 
System XP/2000 

Restrictions Hone 

Contact www.zeroherosoftware.com 


Dexpot 

Ever found that your Windows 
desktop doesn't have enough space 
for everything you want to do? 
Other operating systems like Linux 
routinely offer multiple desktops 
that you can switch between to 
expand your working area. Using 
Dexpot you can apply this kind of 
functionality to Windows as well. 

Each virtual desktop is 
independent and can have its own 



Using Dexpot you can switch 
between multiple, individually 
configured desktops 


wallpaper and icons, they can even 
have their own resolutions, and you 
can switch applications between 
them quickly and easily. You can 
jump between desktops by using 
the system tray icon, or you can 
define hot keys. There's a preview 
mode too that lets you see what's 
active on another desktop before 
switching to it. It’s also possible to 
assign desktops a password to 
prevent other people accessing 
them should anyone share your PC. 

Location \windows\dexpot13.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.dexpot.de 
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Virtual Desktop 


Like Dexpot, this is a program that 
allows you to have multiple 
desktops on your Windows system 
thus expanding the space you 
have available for running 
applications. However, this one 
works quietly and unobtrusively 
in the background. It runs as a 
service when you start the system 
and you can switch between 
desktops simply by pressing Alt+1, 
Alt+2, Alt+3 or Alt+4, each one 
calling up a separate desktop. 

That really is all there is to it, 


SphereXP 

Should you find yourself becoming 
a little bored with the standard, flat 
Windows desktop, you might want 
to give Sphere XP a try. Using it is a 
slightly weird experience at first, 
but once you get the hang of it 
you'll find that it's actually very 
clever and gives you a lot of 
flexibility. 

Basically it takes your desktop 
and stretches it around the inside 
of a sphere with you at the centre. 
Using the mouse you can scroll 
around and tilt the desktop to any 
angle you want. This makes it easier 
to have lots of windows open, 
because your desktop has a much 
bigger surface area on which you 
can place things. 

Open a new window and it 
appears flat in front of you as it 
normally would, click outside it or 
click the Sphere icon in the tool 



can zoom in and out using the right 
mouse button 


tray, however, and it gets pasted 
back to the sphere. Using the 
right mouse button you can roll 
around to find the windows you 
want. Single click on a window 
and you can drag it to a new 
position with the left button 
whilst the right button zooms it in 
and out. Double click in a window 
and you get a flat version that 
you can work on. It all sounds 
complicated, but it's really not 


that hard when you've spent a 
few minutes using it. 

Right click on a blank area of 
desktop and you can superimpose a 
wire-frame map of the sphere, you 
can also change the wallpaper. 
Special Sphere wallpapers are 
available to download from the 
program's website. 

If you want a desktop that's 
totally different from the standard 
one, or if you like to have lots of 
programs open, then this could well 
be for you. Make sure you have the 
Microsoft .Net framework installed 
for it to work though. 

Location\windows\SphereXP.O-85.exe 

System XP/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.hamar.sk/sphere 


Google Desktop 
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If you constantly find yourself 
spending time hunting down 
information, either on your own 
machine or online, it may be time to 
give Google Desktop a try. It adds a 
neat sidebar to your screen that 
puts what you need at your 
fingertips. 


Google Desktop 


there are no clever configuration 
options or graphics, it just works, 
and it only takes up 2MB of memory 
to do its job so it won't cause your 
PC to grind to a halt. If you need to 
uninstall the service, go to Program 
Files/Free-Soft/Virtual Desktop and 
run the uninstall.bat program. 

Location\windows\DesktopSetup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.free-soft.ro 



Information at your fingertips with 
Google Desktop 


It also brings the power of 
Google's search technology to your 
desktop, making it easy to find 
items on your PC. Additional 
features include adding a search 
bar to Outlook and linking to other 
Google applications such as the 
Google Talk messenger, Gmail and 
Google Maps. You can access more 
on anything displayed in the 
toolbar by clicking on the chevron 
in the particular section's title bar. 
You can minimise it to a deskbar 
that either sits in the system tray 
or floats in a corner of the screen 
if you want to free up some 
desktop space. 

Google Desktop works in the 
background to index everything on 
your machine. Once this is done - it 
may take several hours if there are 
a lot of files on your PC but you can 
continue to use it in the meantime - 
searching for information becomes 
a much faster process. It indexes 
your emails as well as your files, so 
you can find things wherever 
they're stored. 

Location \windows\ 
GoogleDesktopSetup.exe 
System XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact http://desktop.google.com 































Icon Tweaker 

(cons, those little pictograms that 
install with programs or are part of 
Windows, are something that most 
of us don't give too much thought 
to. If you don't like the standard 
ones, however, you needn't suffer, 
you can do something about it. Icon 
Tweaker lets you customise icons 
for folders, drives and other 
standard Windows elements either 
individually or as part of a theme. It 
lets you change which cursors are 
used too if you want. 

It's easy to use and you can 
preview the icons that make up a 
theme before you decide whether 
to apply it. If you decide you want 
to go back to the original versions 
you can restore all of your icons by 
clicking a single button. Even if you 
choose to leave your icons alone, 
the program has another clever 
feature that allows you to remove 
the arrow and the annoying 
'Shortcut to’ text from shortcut 
icons in order to tidy up your 
desktop. 

Location \windows\lconTweaker.exe 
System XP/2000 

Restrictions Free for non-commercial use 
Contact http://joost.endoria.net/ 
icontweaker 


LogonStudio 

Another aspect of Windows that 
you may think is fixed is the 
Windows XP logon screen, but of 
course you can change that too if 


you want. Using LogonStudio you 
can replace the standard screen 
with a different design. There are a 
handful included with the program, 
or you can download others from 
the www.wincustomise.com 
website. 

If you're feeling creative you 
can even design your own 
personalised screen, LogonStudio 
is able to change the various 
screen elements directly from 
within the program, which makes it 
easy to change the colours used. If 
you're even more ambitious you 
can link to your chosen bitmap 
editor to allow you to build exactly 
the screen design you want maybe 
to include a personal picture or 
perhaps a company logo. There's a 


button to allow you to restore the 
default XP logon screen at any 
time with a single click should you 
mess things up. 

Location \windows\LogonStudio_public.exe 

System XP 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.logonstudio.com 


MyUninstaller 

An important aspect of keeping 
Windows running sweetly is keeping 
it tidy. That means cleaning up any 
programs that you no longer use to 
free up the disk space and generate 
less clutter on the desktop. Of 


MoodBook 



We all like to change our desktop 
wallpaper from time to time in 
j order to give the system a different 
j look. Using MoodBook you can 
| choose from a range of different 
I images, and have them changed 
| automatically on a timed interval, 
j You can of course ring the changes 
yourself just by selecting a picture 


from within the program. 

The program installs with two 
packs of images, one based on clip 
art and the other on fine art 
paintings, to get you started and I 
you can download more from the ; 
Internet via the MoodBook 
website. It's quite simple to use, 
just choose the image that you 
want and click Apply, the Options j 
tab lets you control how the 
image is displayed and controls j 
the change interval. 

Location\windows\moodbook250.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact wi 


course it’s important to do this 
using the correct uninstall routines, 
and that's where MyUninstaller 
comes in. Rather than hunting 
around on the Start menu for 
uninstall programs or using the 
Control Panel Add or Remove 
Programs applet, this program puts 
everything you need in one 
convenient location. 

When you run the program it 
analyses your system, looking for all 
the programs with valid uninstall 
routines and presents you with a 
list. From there you can choose to 
uninstall any programs you no 
longer need simply by selecting the 
entry and clicking on the uninstall 
icon. It's an alternative to the 
Control Panel Add or Remove 
Programs icon, and since it works 
by using the uninstall routines 
supplied with each program it 
ensures that the uninstall is carried 
out in the correct way. You can 
choose to remove items from the 
list too in order to prevent 
important software being 
accidentally uninstalled. 

Location \windows\myuninst.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.nirsoft.net 



Remove unwanted programs safely 
using MyUninstaller 


Freeware edition ■ PC Tools 21 
































SmartBarXP 


Network | System | Hints | Drives | Internet Explorer ] Windows Explorer 
About Icons | Add/Remove J New menu j Start Menu j Control Panel j Desktop 


My computer ?. Dial-Up Networking l^jll 4, Harddisk 

Language: 

1 ■ MV documents pjf 8. Desktop 15 - Removable disk 

[English 3 

2. N etwork neighborhood 9. Closed folder 1G. N etwork disk 


j] 3. Recycle bin [full) 10. Open folder 17 Off-line disk 


Recycle bin (empty) 11. Program group ,£^18. CD-ROM 


5. Control Panel 12. Diskette 3.5" 

Qpen profile 

Save profile 

l^H 6. Printers .--jj 13. Diskette 5.25" ^^20. RAM dak 


Change fiefault Rebuild 

Close 


Windows Configurator can rebuild your icons if they become corrupted 


Windows Configurator 

Windows Configurator is rather 
similar to Tweaker in that it brings 
together a whole collection of 
Windows settings in one convenient 
interface. It's a no-install program, 
you simply unzip the package 
provided on the CD and run the 
WindConf.exe file to get started. 

Although it doesn't have a flashy 
interface - in fact for the most part 
it looks quite dull - there are some 
nice touches here like the fact that 
a brief description appears when 
you hover the cursor over an 
option. As well as tweaking your 
settings, Windows Configurator has 
a section for adding and removing 
programs so that you don't need to 
use the Control Panel applet. It can 
rebuild your icons too should your 
desktop become corrupted. If you're 
on a shared machine, the program 


can be password protected to 
prevent other people from making 
unauthorised changes. It also lets 
you save your changed settings as 
a profile so that you can easily 
reapply them if need be or save 
different profiles for different tasks. 

Location \windows\WindConf.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact http://freeware.prv.pl 


Tweaker 

There are an awful lot of settings in 
Windows, and whilst many of them 
are undoubtedly useful they're 
sometimes quite well hidden and 
thus not always easy to find when 
you need them. Indeed some people 
may use Windows for years without 



Get the feel of Windows Vista 
ahead of everyone else by 
installing SmartBarXP 


Designed to emulate the look of 
| the forthcoming Windows Vista 
: operating system, SmartBarXP 
adds a navigation bar to the side 
| of your desktop that allows you 
easy access to a selection of 
functions. It lets you control 
your media player and other 
programs, and can keep you 
updated with newsfeeds and 
I information from the Web. 

I Theres a Quick Launch section 

ever becoming aware of some of 
them at all. Tweaker pulls together 
a whole range of useful settings in 
one easily accessible place. 

It has a neat tabbed interface that 



too that lets you access 
frequently used programs. 

SmartBar is fully customisable, 
you can rearrange the items on j 
the bar and add additional ones 
as required. Each pane on the bar 
has its own options too, accesed 
by right-clicking on its title bar 
these allow you to, for example, 
change the frequency of online 
updates. Click the left arrow next 
to Options at the top and the bar j 
slides neatly out of the way. The ! 
program supplied on the CD is a j 
beta version rather than a full ; 
release, so there may be a few 
rough edges. 

Location \windows\SmartBarXP_ 

0.990_BETA4.9.exe 

System XP/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.smartbarxp.com 

divides everything into categories 
with simple tick boxes to allow you 
to change options. Tweaker covers 
all areas of the system from security 
to Internet options. As well as 
system settings such as enabling 
window animations, Tweaker lets 
you change things like the title bar 
of the Internet Explorer window - so 
that you can remove the ISP's name 
for example. 

Location \windows\tweak60.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact http://rmsoft.itgo.com 
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Graphics 
tools k 


B ack in the days of MS-DOS 
there wasn't much call for 
graphics software, and 
understandably so - there wasn't 
much in the way of graphics. Now 
that PCs sport a graphical interface 
and most photographers capture their 
images in digital format, graphics 
software has exploded in popularity. 

The variety of graphics tools 
available is impressive, in terms of 
what they do, who they're aimed 
at, and what they cost. Even when 


you look at just the free software 
available, you'll find programs 
catering to a diverse range of 
users and offering an excellent mix 
of features. 

Digital photographers are 
particularly well catered for in terms 
of free graphics tools. There are 
dozens of good quality programs for 
transferring files from your digital 
camera to PC, and plenty more to 
help you view your images from the 
comfort of the desktop. If you want 


to get creative with your photos - g 
touching up imperfections and 
adding special effects to your 
pictures - you won’t be disappointed. 
Free tools like The GIMP and 
Paint.NET offer most of the 
functions you'll find in the leading 
commercial image-editing packages, 
including layer support and a range 
of excellent tools and filters. There 
are also plenty of more specialised 
tools you can use to apply effects to 
your photos, including the excellent 


Dydelf and the feature-packed 
PhotoFiltre. If your graphical 
interests lie in design rather than 
editing, there are also some 
excellent free tools available, such as 
the Zoner Draw 3 design suite. 

Over the course of the next five 
pages, we've brought together our 
pick of the best freeware graphics 
tools of 2006. Before you even 
think of purchasing commercial 
software, give these programs a try 
- we're certain you'll be impressed. 


2 Pic 

There are plenty of applications you 
can use to edit your digital photos, 
but most feature a complex interface 
that can take an age to master. 2 Pic 
makes a refreshing change from 
these intimidating tools, thanks to its 
friendly display. It's also a little 
different from most image editors, as 
it can be used to combine two 
images to create special effects. 

From the File/ Open menu, select 
the two images you want to use for 
the left and right panes - it's 
possible to load the same image into 
both panes if you'd like to use them 
for before and after comparison. 
From the tabs at the bottom of the 2 
Pic program window, select the tool 
you'd like to use then click on Left 



2 Pic features some nice effects 
options, such as the Colour 
Selection option we've used here 


Image or Right Image in the Edit 
section to pick the image on which 
to apply the effect. Most of the tools 
affect just one image, but by using 
the Merge and Fade tabs, you can 
blend the two photos together to 
create special effects. 

Location \graphics\2pic.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions Hone 

Contact http://2pic.moor-software.com/ 


Image Eye 

Image Eye is another tool for viewing 
your digital images, but don't expect 
the standard multi-paned view you 
get with most tools. When the 



Image Eye is an unusual image 
viewer, which gives you access to a 
few editing functions 


program launches, you're immediately 
faced with a simple Open dialog. 
Select a photo, click View and your 
picture will be open in its own window. 
You can zoom and rotate the picture 
using the cursor keys, and many more 
options are accessible by right- 
clicking on the photo. You can make 
simple adjustments to the photo's 
colour settings, for example, or set up 
a basic slideshow. 

Location \graphics\ieye71.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions Nag screen 
Contact www.fmjsoft.com 


WildBit Viewer 

WildBit Viewer is a handy 
alternative to the image-viewing 
functions built into Windows XP. 
From the main interface, you can 
browse through all the drives on 
your system and view a sizable 
preview of any selected image, 
which can be easily rotated. One of 
the most useful functions on offer 
is the ability to set up a Favorites 
list, which enables you to access all 
your most cherished pictures from 



WildBit Viewer is a useful tool for 
browsing through images or 
creating slideshows 

a single menu, regardless of where 
on your PC the pictures themselves 
are located. 

Another useful function on offer 
in WildBit Viewer is the ability to 
compile photos into a slideshow. 
Rather than simply displaying one 
image after another, you can have 
each image merge into the next 
using a range of transition effects. 
It’s not possible to output or save 
your slideshows, but if you want to 
showcase your images in a more 
unusual way, it's worth investigating 
this option. 

Location \graphics\ViewerSetup.exe 
System 98SE/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact http://koti.mbnet.fi/mhieta/ 
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Paint.NET 

Despite the program's name, 
Paint.NET has more in common 
with fully-blown image-editing 
suites like Photoshop Elements and 
Paint Shop Pro than it does with 
the humble Windows Paint tool. For 
example, you can work with 
multiple layers to build up more 
complex compositions; and there's 
an excellent range of effects on 
offer that can be used to apply 
universal filters to your photos. New 
filters in this latest version include a 
very effective Radial Blur tool, and 
a Sepia toning tool for creating 
antique-looking images. 

Like any image-editing suite 
worth its salt, Paint.NET includes 
the usual tools palette, containing 
various selection tools, drawing 
brushes, and a Clone Stamp 
function for seamlessly editing 
items out of your shots. There's 
also a good range of adjustment 
tools, for tweaking the colour, 
brightness and contrast of your 
images. You'll even find a decent 


Levels tool (Layers/ Adjustments/ 
Levels) for fine-tuning the colour 
balance in your photos. If you 
simply want to clean up some 
snaps, options like the Red Eye 
Removal and Sharpen filters may 
prove particularly helpful. 

Although Paint.NET is making 


good progress as a free image¬ 
editing tool, it's still got a way to go 
in some respects. It's still rather 
slow - though version 2.5 is an 
improvement over previous releases 
- and layers aren't as easy to 
control as we might like. It's also 
not possible to open more than one 



You'll find all the image-editing 
favourites here, like the Hue / 
Saturation adjustment tool 

image at a time, which makes it 
much harder to create complex 
compositions. It's hard to complain 
too much though, as only The GIMP 
manages to offer a similar range of 
features in a freeware package. The 
package is always being reworked 
too, and an alpha version of its next 
release (Paint.NET 2.6) should be 
available from the program website 
by the time you read this. 

Location \graphics\PaintDotNet_2_5.exe 
System XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.eecs.wsu.edu/paint.net/ 
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PhotoFiltre 

For a free image-editing program, 
PhotoFiltre has an excellent range 
of options, all wrapped up in a very 
useable interface. All the options 
you need to tweak brightness, 
contrast and colour settings are 
provided on the main tool, so there's 
no need to click through menus to 
perform simple adjustments. That's 
not to say the menus don't hold 
their share of useful options - you'll 
find plenty of advanced settings 
under the Adjust menu, and the 
Filter menu plays host to a veritable 
feast of visual treats. 

Location \graphics\pf-setup-en.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.photofiltre.eom 


Dydelf 

Dydelf is an impressive standalone 
graphics tool for adding striking 
graphical effects to your digital 
images. It works in a similar way to 
the Posterise filter, offered in many 


image-editing programs, and 
reduces the number of colours used 
in your images. In addition to 
limiting colours to a select palette, 
it can also add outlines between 
areas of differing colour, for a 
cartoon or paint-by-numbers look. 

It's very easy to apply effects to 
your images with Dydelf. Load up 
the program then select Open to 
choose your picture. From the 
Colours list, select the number of 
tones you wish to use in the image 
- the lower the number, the more 
striking the effect, but different 
values work best with different 
types of photo. To preview how your 
effect will look, click the oPosterize 
button. If you don't like the results, 
pick a different colour value, or 
change the tones used for outlining 
colours. You can also remove the 
outlines completely for a more 
painterly effect. It's a good idea to 
select Remove Isolated Pixels too, 
as this removes tiny areas of colour 
that may be giving the image a 
cluttered or messy look. When 
you're happy with the results, click 
Save and choose a destination for 
your edited photo. 

Once you've found a balance of 
settings that you like, you can apply 
this to a whole batch of images 
using the Automate function. Select 
a folder of images to posterise 
followed by another folder to store 
your outputted images, then Dydelf 
will do the rest. 

Location \graphics\dsetup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact http://dydelf.republika.pl/ 


The GIMP 



most feature-packed freeware 
image editor available 

For many years, anyone looking 
for a freeware alternative to big 
name graphics tools like 
Photoshop had only one choice 
worth considering: The GIMP. 
There's a much better selection of 
free image-editing tools now 
available, but The GIMP has 
remained one step ahead of the 
competition to retain its position 
as the most powerful and 
advanced option. 

The Gnu Image Manipulation 
Program (GIMP) began life on the 
Linux platform, but has since been 
ported to Windows and Mac OS. 
The program's roots go some way 
to explaining the unusual way the 
program interface is structured. 


Rather than encasing everything 
within a single window, as is 
common with Windows editing 
tools, every option, dialog and 
image is given its own floating 
window. Though this can be a little 
confusing for the complete novice, 
it gives you much more freedom 
in how you organise and use your 
desktop. 

Once you've grown accustomed 
to the program's unusual style of 
presentation, you'll find there's an 
ample selection of powerful tools, 
filters and adjustment options on 
offer. Many of these options are 
rarely seen in any but the most 
expensive graphics tools, such as 
the Paths tool for creating precise 
selections, and the program's 
excellent Layers functions. If 
you're keen to get professional 
features without the price tag, The 
GIMP should be your first choice. 

Location \graphics\gimp-2.2.9-i586- 
setup.zip 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact http://gimp-win.sourceforge.net 


PhotoRazor 



PhotoRazor 

There's little point loading up a 
full image-editing suite if all you 
want to do is resize some pictures 
to send with an email. You're 
much better off loading up 



PhotoRazor instead. This 
specialised tool makes it easy to 
trim images down to size, giving 
you complete control over quality 
settings, whilst ensuring the ratio 
of your images isn't compromised. 
To use the program, select a 
folder of images to resize, choose 
the size and quality settings you 
require then select an output 
folder. With that done, click Resize 
Photos Now and PhotoRazor will 
do the rest. 

Location \graphics\photorazor.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.stormdance.net 
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Sqirlz Morph can blend two or 
more images together into a 
seamless animation 

Sqirlz Morph 

Once you've got your images 
looking good in your photo-editing 
program, why not add a dash of 
animation to the proceedings with 
Sqirlz Morph? This easy-to-use tool 
enables you to take two or more 
images and blend them together 
into a seamless animation. 

Load up the pictures you want to 
animate then use the Add Control 
Points tool to set matching areas on 
each of your pictures - these should 
be corresponding features on your 
photos, such as the corners of 
people's eyes, the tips of their 
noses and so on. The more control 
points you specify, the smoother 
the final animation will be. 

Location \graphics\SqirlzMorph.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/2000 

Restrictions None 
Contact www.xiberpix.com 


Cheez 

Once you've built up a sizable 
collection of digital photos and 
video clips you'll need a decent 
management tool with which to 


organise them. You could opt for 
one of the commercial options like 
Corel Photo Album or Adobe's 
Photoshop Album, or you could 
save yourself the money and try 
Cheez instead. 

Images can be added to the 
Cheez database via drag-and-drop, 
or you can browse to files or folders 
you wish to catalogue. It can also 
acquire images directly from your 
digital camera or scanner, covering 
pretty much every base. 

Once you've added your media to 
the program you can add keyword 
tags and descriptions to help 
organise your pictures. You'll also 
find Cheez useful for emailing 
pictures to friends or accessing 
slideshows of your favourite snaps. 

Location \graphics\Cheez30.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.daremon.gr/cheez/ 


cam2pc 

Few image viewers are as well 
designed as cam2pc, and fewer still 
offer the same excellent range of 
features. From the main, multi- 
paned interface, you can browse 
through the contents of your PC, 
import photos from a digital 
camera, and view thumbnail 
previews of the images in any 
folder. By clicking the Slideshow 
button you can run a full screen 
slideshow of all the images in the 
current folder or those currently 
selected. 

In terms of editing options, you 
can quickly convert batches of 



Zoner Draw 3 


f you want to get creative with 
Windows, you won't get very far 
using Microsoft Paint. Zoner Draw 
is a more accomplished graphics 
design program, and includes a 
wide range of tools for putting 
together your own designs. The 
program includes a range of easy- 
to-use tools for adding objects like 
squares, circles and stars to your 
images, and it’s simple to add text 
or Bezier curves too. Every item 
you add to your design is treated 
as an individual object and can be 
resized or rotated as required. 

You can also sort the order of 
objects to create neat overlapping 
designs. To help you get started 
with Zoner Draw 3, you can 
download a selection of free 
templates from 

http://rc.zoner.com, including CD 



images into a different image 
format by selecting the Convert 
option. You can also resize whole 
folders of photos at a time by using 
the Resize option. Although there 
are no advanced editing options in 
the program itself, it can link to 
your image-editing tool to provide 
quick access. 

Location\graphics\cam2pc-free.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.nabocorp.com 


imgSeek 

Locating photos in a sizable image 
collection can be tricky if you don't 
have any kind of organisation in 
place. A photo management tool can 
help by enabling you to add tags to 
your images, but this requires you to 



on Microsoft Paint 


labels, business cards and leaflets. 

Although Zoner Draw 3 is a 
freeware program, you'll need to 
register the program within 60 
days to receive a free unlock key. 

Location \graphics\zd3.exe 
System 98/XP/NT 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Online registration required 
Contact www.zoner.com 



imgSeek enables you to search 
for an image by doodling a 
rough sketch 


spend a great deal of time tagging 
up your images manually. 

If you're looking for a more ' 
intuitive method of locating photos, 
you may want to give imgSeek a try. 
After adding some image folders to 
the program's database, you can 
search for files by drawing a simple 
sketch of the photo you’re looking 
for. The program compares the 
colour and composition of your 
sketches with images in your index, 
and suggests the closest matches. 
Needless to say, this works much 
better in theory than it does in 
practice, but it's certainly a novel 
approach. 

Location \graphics\imgSeek-0.8.5rc2- 
win32.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact http://imgseek.python- 
hosting.com 
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Pixeur is a simple tool for 
identifying the RGB code for any on¬ 
screen colour 


Pixeur 

Pixeur is a very simple tool, but one 
that designers may find invaluable. 
It's designed to identify the RGB and 
Hex codes of any colour displayed 
on your PC desktop. Simply click on 
the target icon and drag this over 
the colour you need to identify. The 
program will instantly identify the 
colour’s composite values, ready for 
inputting into your design program. 

Location \graphics\pixeur.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.veign.com 


Picture-shark 

When posting your photos to a 
website, it's a good idea to protect 
them if you want to make sure 
they're not copied and used without 
your permission. The easiest way to 
do this is by adding a watermark to 
your images, and Picture-shark is 
one of the best tools for the task. 

After selecting the images you 
want to protect, click the Positioning 



Picture-shark provides an easy 
means of protecting photos that 
you showcase online 


+ Settings tab to choose the stamp 
you want to apply to your images. If 
you click the Use Transparence 
option, you can select a colour on 
your stamp that you want to make 
invisible. Used in conjunction with the 
Opacity settings, it's possible to 
create an unobtrusive watermark that 
protects your image without spoiling 
viewer's enjoyment of the photo. 

Location \graphics\shark.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.picture-shark.com 


Media Purveyor 

Media Purveyor is an all-in-one 
image viewer and media player, 
which you can use to browse 
through your digital photos, video 
clips and audio tracks. The 
program's rather busy interface is 
packed with tools, such as the 
option to add keywords to your 
images to aid organisation. It's also 
possible to add descriptions to your 
photos, detailing the picture's 
subject, audience, creator and more. 


Zero Assumption Digital Image Recovery 


Digital cameras usually store data 
on your pictures on flash memory 
cards, which are a lot like hard 
drives in the way that they 
function. Once data is written to a 
memory card, no power is 
required to keep your photos in 
memory, which means it doesn't 
matter how long you wait before 
transferring files to your PC or 
getting them printed. Another 
similarity between memory cards 
and hard drives is the way they 
deal with deleted data. When you 
delete an image on your camera's 
memory card, it’s not necessarily 
gone forever - the data will 
remain on the card until it's 
overwritten. This means you may 
be able to recover photos you've 



Media Purveyor is laden with 
options for viewing, managing and 
editing graphics files 


Once you've added some more 
detailed information to your 
pictures, you'll be able to make full 
use of Media Purveyor's extensive 
search functions, which are located 
to the bottom right of the Media 
Browser window. From here you can 
search your photo collection based 


deleted accidentally. 

Zero Assumption Digital Image 
Recovery is a specialised data 
retrieval tool, designed to recover 
deleted photos from memory 
cards. Depending on the type and 
model of camera you use, you may 
be able to connect directly to the 
camera using the program. If this 
option isn't available, you can use a 
card reader instead. Either way, 
simply select the card or camera to 
scan and the program will recover 
all the images it can detect. 

Location \graphics\setup_ir.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.z-a-recovery.com 


on keywords, file name, or any 
information stored in your photos' 
Description fields. 

Although the program takes some 
getting used to, there are enough 
options packed into Media Purveyor 
to make the effort worthwhile. 
Tucked away in the Batch (1) menu, 
for example, are a range of options 
that enable you to convert images 
into PDF format, generate 
thumbnails from your photos, or 
apply simple photo effects 

Location \graphics\MediaPurveyor 
Setup.exe 

System Me/XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Non-commercial use only 
Contact www.mediapurveyor.com 











































SECURITY & ANTIVIRUS 


Security & 
antivirus 


I f you connect to the Internet, 
then your PC is under threat. 
That may sound a little 
dramatic, but both research and 
practical experience have shown 
that connecting an unprotected PC 
to the Internet will result in a virus 
or spyware infection within a matter 
of minutes. 

Just because protecting your PC 
is important, however, doesn't mean 


that it need cost you lots of money. 
Surprising though it may seem, 
some of the best tools available for 
protecting your system from 
malware attacks are freeware. In this 
section we've gathered together a 
collection of some of our favourites. 

You shouldn't even think about 
connecting a PC to the Web without 
at least a firewall and some anti¬ 
virus protection in place and you'll 


find both here. We've included 
versions from well-known and less 
obvious names. Beyond the basics 
your system is still at risk from 
other threats like adware, spyware 
and phishing. We've included tools 
to detect and counter these 
problems and keep your PC safe. 

Also in this section you'll find a 
tool to help you generate and 
remember secure passwords and a 


program to keep younger members 
of the family safe online. If you're 
worried about privacy of information, 
you'll find a secure deletion tool and 
a means of hiding confidential files 
inside bitmap images. 

Keeping your PC secure is 
something we take seriously here at 
PC Tools, so give some of the 
programs in this group a go and 
ensure that you stay safe online. 



Ad-Aware 

Spyware is the general term for 
programs that report back on your 
activities whilst surfing the Internet. 
Whilst this sometimes has a 
legitimate purpose such as 
remembering your preferences for 
particular websites, often it's more 
sinister being used to target you 
with pop-up advertising for 
example. 

One of the best know names in 
combating spyware is Ad-Aware, it's 


"SPYWARE CAN INFECT YOUR 
SYSTEM AT ANY TIME, ALL IT TAKES 
IS INSTALLING A PARTICULAR 
PROGRAM OR VISITING A WEBSITE, 
SO IT'S WORTH RUNNING A SCAN AT 
LEAST ONCE A MONTH" 


PCTOOLS 


You can perform a full 
- system scan or a smart 
scan, the first time you run the 
program it's a good idea to take the 
full scan option. You can run smart 
scans subsequently to check for 
changes. Once the scan is complete 
you can review a list of objects that 
the program has identified. Any 
spyware that the program finds can 
be quarantined and removed. 
Occasionally you may come across 
a particularly deep-rooted infection 
that can't be easily removed, in 
which case you may need to run the 
program in Safe Mode. 

You'll find that Ad-Aware divides 
it's findings into critical and 
negligible objects. Critical ones are 



Each time you run Ad-Aware it will 
check for updated definitions 


generally worth removing, the 
negligible ones are usually just 
cookies left by websites or Windows 
settings that record recently used 
documents. These are mostly 
harmless, though you may want to 
review the list occasionally just to 
make sure there are none for sites 
you no longer visit. 

Spyware can infect your system 
at any time, all it takes is installing 
a particular program or visiting a 
website, so it's worth running a scan 
at least once a month to make sure 
your system stays clean. 

Location \security & antivirus\ 
aawsepersonal.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Free for personal use 
Contact www.lavasoft.com 
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HijackFree analyses your startup programs and 
browser add-ons for potential problems 


wmmmmmmmmMammmmmmmmMmwM 

a-squared HijackFree 

One of the biggest threats at the 
moment comes from software that 
attempts to hijack your PC via a 
back door, allowing hackers to take 
control of it for malicious purposes 
or in order to steal information. 
HijackFree is an analysis tool that 
helps you detect hijackers, spyware, 
adware, Trojans and worms. 

The program requires no 
installation, you simply run it and it 
provides you with a list of programs 
that auto run, browser add-ons and 
services. You can run an analysis of 
the list which will open as a 
webpage. This uses a simple traffic 
light system to identify potentially 
malicious programs. Anything 
requiring attention will be flagged 
up in red. This doesn't necessarily 
mean that it's bad, merely that you 
should check what it is and whether 
it actually needs to be running. 

Location \security & 
antivirus\a2hijackfree.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.hijackfree.com 


Access Manager 

As more and more of us use the 
Internet for shopping, banking and 
other day-to-day tasks, one of the 
problems that we encounter is the 
need to remember lots of passwords 
for different sites. Writing them 
down isn't exactly secure, and 



Keep your passwords safe and 
secure with Access Manager 

neither is using the same password 
for each site you visit. 

So what's the solution? You could 
try Access Manager, it stores all of 
your passwords in a single place, 
protected by a master password 
and saved in a strongly encrypted 
format. Not only that it can 
generate passwords for you using 
random selections of letters and 
numbers, making them hard to 

You set a master password to 
protect Access Manager's database, 
then when you need to log on to a 
site, open an email account or 
access a protected file, you can just 
copy and paste the password from 
Access Manager. It is possible to 
print a list of all your passwords 
using the program, though 
obviously this is rather insecure. 
Access Manager is easy to use, but 
there's a comprehensive HTML help 
file included should you get stuck. 

Location \security & 
antivirus\AccessManager.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Free for personal use 


AntiVir Personal Edition Classic 



I The threat that gets the most 
J publicity is that from viruses, 
usually because major attacks 
J tend to be pretty high profile 
| affairs. For that reason, most 
J people are aware that they need 
anti-virus protection. 

Even though it’s free for 
personal use, AntiVir provides 


more than just basic virus 
protection, as it also offers 
security against worms, Trojans 
and diallers. Its developers say 
it's capable of detecting and 
removing more than 150,000 
threats. The program also 
includes a Virus Guard function to 
protect you when downloading 
from the Web. There’s an update 
wizard that makes it easy to stay 
updated, and excellent support is 
available from the program's 
website. 

Location \security & antivirus\ 
avwinsfx.exe 
System XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Free for personal use 
Contact www.free-av.com 



Cookie Monster 

The kind of cookies that you get on 
a PC don’t, sadly, have chocolate 
chips. They're little bits of code left 
on your machine by websites in 
order to track your browsing 
preferences. Often these are useful, 
remembering passwords and details 
about how you use various aspects 
of the site. Others you may not 
want, since they record things like 
which adverts you've viewed. 

Cookie Monster lets you view all 
of the cookies on your machine, and 
gives you the option to delete the 
ones you don’t want. You can also 
create a list of preserved cookies 


that you wish to keep so that you 
don't have to go through and 
identify them each time you run the 
program. 

Deleting unwanted cookies is 
simplicity iteslf, simply select the 
ones to get rid of and click Eat 
selection and the program deletes 
them. Alternatively you can click 
Eat cookies to get rid of all but the 
ones on the preserved list. 

Location \security & antivirus\ 
CookieMonsterSetup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.ampsoft.net 
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BitDefender provides virus scanning on demand or at scheduled times 


BitDefender 8 Free 

If you don't like the way AntiVir 
works, then you may want to give 
BitDefender a try. Don't be fooled 
into thinking that this is a 
lightweight program just because it's 
free. It's still an effective anti-virus 
tool, basically a cut down version of 
the standard, paid-for edition. 

BitDefender 8 is an on-demand 
scanner, in other words it doesn't 
constantly protect your system, but 
can be used to root out any viruses 
you may have contracted. For this 
reason it's probably best not to rely 
on this tool alone, especially if you 
have a broadband connection, but 
it's still a useful addition to your 
armoury. It uses the same 
industrial-strength scanning 
techniques as in BitDefender's paid- 
for products so you can enjoy 
quality virus detection at no cost. 

The program comes with a 


scheduler so that you can get it to 
run out of hours when you're not 
using your PC, and it quarantines 
infected files to reduce the risk of 
the virus spreading. 

Location \securlty & 

antivirus\BitDefender_Free_v8.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.bitdefender.com 


WyvernWorks Firewall 

If you use the Internet, and 
especially if you have broadband, 
then you need a firewall, both to 
prevent intrusions from outside and 
to control which programs on your 
machine are allowed to access the 
Web. Even though the Windows XP 
firewall was updated in Service Pack 
2, it's still fairly basic and alternative 


Hide In Picture 


Sending information by email is a 
common enough practice these 
days, but of course it's not an 
especially secure means of 
communication. If you need to 
send confidential information then 
it's best to encrypt the files in 
some way so that they can't be 
read if they're intercepted. 

There are various ways of 
doing this, but Hide In Picture 
uses a clever technique called 
steganography. This allows you 
to hide a file inside a bitmap 
image, anyone opening the 
image will just see a normal 
picture without being aware that 
there's anything else present. 

You can give the intended 
recipient a password to allow 
them to retrieve the hidden file. 


The program requires no 
installation, you simply unzip the 
contents of the package to your 
hard drive and run the 
winhip_en_nogif.exe file. There’s 
an HTML help file included in the 
package if you need any help in 
getting it to work. If you're using 
the program to send hidden files 
to someone else, you'll need to 
ensure that they have a copy of 
the program so that they can 
unlock them. 

Location \security S antivirus\ 
hip21_en_nogif.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 


sourceforge.net/ 



WyvernWorks Firewall will suit 
novices and experts alike 

offerings give you better protection. 

The WyvernWorks Firewall is a 
fully configurable offering that lets 
you maximise security without 
imposing a restriction on your 
surfing. You can just install it and 
let it work quietly in the 
background, or if you're more 


technically aware you can 
customise it's protection for various 
services and programs, and have it 
perform a scan of your computer's 
ports for vulnerabilities. 

The firewall keeps a log of all the 
attacks it blocks, so that you can 
quickly spot any potential threats. It 
even has an option to lock your 
Internet connection completely if you 
wish. As with many of the programs 
in this section, just because this is 
freeware doesn't mean that it's in any 
way an inferior product. 

Location \security & antivirus\firewall.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.wyvernworks.com 
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iProtectYou acts as a filter to restrict access to 
inappropriate Internet content 


iProtectYou Free 

There’s an awful lot of content on 
the Internet which you might not 
want younger members of your 
family exposed to. Using 
iProtectYou, it's possible to filter 
Internet traffic so that unacceptable 
sites are blocked. You can block 
sites containing nudity, or those 
relating to drugs or extremism. In 
addition iProtectYou can block 
advertising from certain sites and it 
can filter news groups. Using the 
program's dictionaries you can 
customise what users are and aren't 
allowed to see, making it a very 
flexible tool. 

In addition, you can use the 
program to set a timetable that 
restricts access to the Web at 
certain times of day. It can also 
function like a firewall, controlling 
which programs are allowed to 
access the Web and restricting 
which hosts the computer is 
allowed to connect to and which 
ports it's allowed to use. 

The basic version of iProtectYou 
is free, or you can switch to a 21-day 
trial of a more advanced version 
with additional features. 

Location \security & antivirus\ipfree.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.softforyou.com 


PeerGuardian 

If you use the Internet to download 
or share files via peer-to-peer 
networks, then your privacy is at 



Protect your privacy on peer-to- 
peer networks with PeerGuardian 

risk from sites that collect data 
about your surfing activities. 
PeerGuardian protects you by 
blocking known unsafe or snooping 
IP addresses. It works by using a list 
of known problem addresses which 
is updated on a regular basis, and 
this is used to filter all the traffic on 
your Internet connection. 

PeerGuardian keeps a log of all 
activity and can show a colour- 
coded list of traffic that's been 
allowed or blocked. You can rely on 
the program’s pre-configured block 
list, or you can create your own 
customised version. 

Location \security & antivirus\pg2- 

050918.exe 

System XP/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact http://phoenixiabs.org 


PhishGuard 

Phishing, attempting to get hold of 
personal information by sending 
emails that purport to come from 
banks or other organisations, is a 
growing problem. As hackers have 
become more sophisticated, they've 
turned away from simple malicious 


i Most people realise that when you 
delete a file from your PC it isn't 
! really gone. Even if it’s been 
| emptied from the Recycle Bin, it’s 
often possible to recover a file 
I unless it's been overwritten by 
something else. This presents a 
problem if you have confidential 
| files that you want to ensure can't 
be recovered - if you're disposing 
j of an old PC for example. 

I Using Scrub you can ensure 
| that files can be completely 
| removed from your system by 
making a number of passes. It's 
j simple to use and requires no 
installation, you just select the file 


to be deleted and choose the 
number of passes to be made. 

Scrub is a powerful tool and there 
really is no way of recovering a file 
once it's been deleted with this j 
program. For that reason it only 
works on individual files to 
minimise the chance of you 
making a catastrophic mistake and 
erasing a whole directory. Even so j 
it should be used with care. 

Location \security & antivirus\Scrub.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Free for personal use 


“PHISHING, ATTEMPTING TO GET 
HOLD OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 
BY SENDING EMAILS THAT 
PURPORT TO COME FROM BANKS 
OR OTHER ORGANISATIONS, IS A 

PhishGuard 


activity to attempting to earn 
money by this type of scam. 

Phishguard is a program that can 
help you avoid falling victim to 
phishing attacks and lets you report 
any that you encounter. If you use 
Internet Explorer as your browser, 
PhishGuard will automatically block 
phishing sites. When you register 
the program you'll be sent a test 
email which allows you to check 
that the blocking feature is 
working. To report phishing attacks 


you simply drag and drop the URL 
of the suspect site onto 
PhishGuard’s drop zone window. 

You do need to register in order to 
use the program, though this is free 
of charge. 

Location \security & 
antivirus\PhishGuard-1-2-186.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Free registration required 

Contact w\ 



PhishGuard allows you to spot phishing attacks and report tt 
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SpywareBlaster protects your 
system from becoming infected 


SpywareBlaster 

We've looked at a couple of 
programs in these pages that help 
you to detect and remove any 
spyware that may have already 
found its way onto your system. 
SpywareBlaster is a little 
different, because its purpose is 
to prevent spyware installing in 
the first place. It protects against 
dialler programs that hijack your 
dial-up connection too. 

The program has a clean and 
simple interface and it works by 
building a list of sites to restrict, 
both in Internet Explorer and in 
Firefox. It does this by adding 
entries to system configuration 
files, so unlike some other 
programs, it doesn't need to be 
running in the background in 
order to offer you protection. You 
can switch protection on and off 
for either browser, and you can 
choose to enable or disable 
individual items if you wish. 
There's an update function that 
allows you to check for the latest 
protection via the Internet. 

SpywareBlaster also has a 
System Snapshot function that 


allows you to take an image of 
your system settings so that they 
can be easily restored in the 
event that you do suffer an 
infection. 

Location \security & antivirusV 
spywareblastersetup34.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.javacoolsoftware.com 


ZoneAlarm 

One of the most popular free 
firewall programs, ZoneAlarm has 
been around for several years. It’s 
a cut-down version of a more 
sophisticated paid-for product, but 
that doesn't make it any less 
useful. Like any good firewall, 
ZoneAlarm will control which 
programs are allowed to access 
the Internet and will block any 
attempts at intrusion from outside. 

It may seem a little intrusive at 
first, since when you initially install 
the program you’ll get lots of 
messages asking you to take 
decisions on various programs. 
Once you've taught it what to do, 



ZoneAlarm is one of the most 
popular and effective free firewalls 


SpyCatcher Express 



spyware and root kits 

Spyware is something that 
concerns anyone who uses a PC 
to attach to the Internet, because 
it's easy to become infected 
! without realising it. SpyCatcher 
| Express uses a clever profiling 
i technology that allows it to spot 
J second-generation threats that 
j have mutated from earlier 
versions. This makes it very 
effective at spotting new 
problems and it can help protect 
you from rootkit viruses too. 


however, it will run quietly in the 
background. ZoneAlarm has a 
trusted zone for communication 
with systems on a local network, 
and an Internet zone for 
communication with the outside 
world. If a system is in your 
trusted zone it will be allowed 
more freedom to connect to 
your PC. " 

You can adjust the program's 
sensitivity using simple slider 
controls, and although it doesn't 


Once you've installed the 
program it will allow you to 
perform a scan to find and disable 
any spyware that's already on 
your system. SpyCatcher 
automatically updates itself with 
the latest definitions over the 
Internet and it also offers ongoing 
protection by quarantining any 
spyware programs that try to 
attack your machine before they 
get a chance to run. 

You can have the program alert 
you to any threats that it's 
detected, and you can also 
schedule it to run at specified 
times when your system isn't 
busy to ensure that you stay 
protected. 

Location \security & 
antivirus\spycatcher-express.exe 
System XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Free for non-profit use 
Contact www.tenebril.com 


provide anti-virus protection it can 
monitor your chosen anti-virus 
product to make sure it's running. 
It has a MailSafe function to 
protect you against malicious 
email attachments too. 

Location \security & antivirus\ 
zlsSetup.60.667_000.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Free for non-profit use 
Contact www.zonelabs.com 

























































COMPETITION 


WINa A 

copy of “ 

LINSPIRE 5 



Join the Linux revolution - 
Linspire 5 includes all the 
software a home user could need 


More and more people are 
discovering Linux as a viable and 
attractive alternative to Windows. If 
you're new to the scene, then our 
no-install version of Linspire (on the 
second coverdisc) is a great way to 
dip your toe into the water. If you like 
what you see, then you might want 
to consider upgrading to the £49.99 
full version, and we’ve got five copies 
to give away to PC Tools readers. 

Linspire is much more than Just 
an operating system, and comes 
complete with an office suite, Web 
browser, email client and more. For 
those building up a PC from 
scratch, it's a perfect low-cost 
software solution that will have you 
up and running in minutes thanks to 
the configuration wizard. For users 
tired of the intricacies and cost of 
Windows, Linspire will be a breath 
of fresh air - it's secure, it’s fast, 
and it's optimised to get the best 
out of your computer. 


Linspire comes with most of the 
software packages that you'll need 
already built-in, but if you do need 
extra programs then they can be 
purchased, downloaded and 
installed in minutes with the CNR 
("click and run") Warehouse that 
holds more than 2,000 applications 
online. For more details of what 
Linspire can offer, visit the official 
site at www.linspire.com. 

Linspire 5 Features and 
Benefits 

• Complete operating system: 

Integrated office suite, Web 
browser, e-mail client, instant 
messenger, and more. 

• Improved security: New built-in 
VPN; new encrypted "wallet" for 
storing passwords and other 
personal information; pre¬ 
configured firewall; enhanced 
virus resistance with optional 
VirusSafe service. 


COMPETITION RULES 


1. Competitions are open to all 
residents of the UK, except employees 
of Magnesium Media and the promoter 
and their immediate families, the 
promoter’s advertising agency 

and anyone else connected with 
the creation and administration of 
the promotion. 

2. By entering a competition, 
competitors agree to be bound by the 
rules and by any other requirements 
set out in the promotional material. 

3. The promoters reserve the right to ; 
disqualify incomplete, altered or 
illegible entries. No responsibility will 
be accepted for entries lost, delayed or 
damaged in the post or insufficiently 
pre-stamped. Proof of posting will not 
be accepted as proof of delivery. 

4. There Is no cash alternative to any 
of the prizes. The decision of the editor 
will be final and binding and no 


correspondence will be entered into. 

5. The closing date for the receipt of 
entries,is 3 March 2006 and the 
winners will be informed as soon as 
possible thereafter. The results of the 
competition will be published in a 

6. No multiple entries. 

7. No purchase necessary. 

8. Please indicate on your entry if you 
do not wish to be contacted about 
other products or offers from 
Magnesium Media or other companies. 

9. Winners may be required to take 
part in publicity accompanying or as a 
result of this competition. 

10. The competition is only open to 
UK residents. 

11. We reserve the right to substitute 
the prize for a similar item of equal 
or higher value if the stated prize is 
not available. 


Together with Linspire, PC Tools is offering five readers the chance to 
win a full version of the Linspire 5 operating system and software 
suite (RRP £49.99). To enter the competition, complete the form 
below and return it to us no later than 3 March 2006. 
Alternatively, you can enter via email - send your answer 
and details to comp@pctoolsmagazine.com with 
'Linspire competition’ in the subject line. 


• Advanced hardware support: 

Easy plug and play support for 
removable media use; one-step 
diagnostic reporting; broader 
video support; sound system with 
real-time mixing support. 

• Improvements for home users: 
Lsongs Music Manager and 
Lphoto Photo Manager; 
RealPlayer 10; PhoneGaim Instant 
Messenger with free long¬ 
distance phone calls; Marble 
Blast Gold arcade game. 

• Expanded support for popular 
Internet, office and media file 
types: Supports QuickTime, 
Windows Media, Flash, Java, Real, 
.doc, .xls, .ppt, .mp3, .mpg, etc. 


About Linspire, Inc 

Linspire, Inc. (www.linspire.com) was 
founded in 2001 to bring choice into 
the operating system market. The 
company's flagship product, the 
Linspire operating system, is an 
affordable, easy-to-use Linux-based 
OS for home, school, and business 
users. Linspire pioneered CNR ("dick 
and run”) Technology, which allows 
Linspire users to download and install 
programs with just one mouse click. 
The 2,000+ software titles available 
in the CNR Warehouse include full 
office and productivity suites, games, 
multimedia players, photo 
management software, accounting 
tools, and more. 


Linspire 5 competition 


Q Linspire 5 comes complete with which popular office suite? 

□ Microsoft Office □ Star Office □ OpenOffice.org 

Name. 

Address... 

.Postcode. 

Telephone number. 

Email address. 

Send your entry to Linspire Competition, PC Tools, Magnesium Media Ltd, 
Grove House, 227-233 London Road, Stockport, SK7 4HS. C 
losing date 3 March 2006. 

□ Tick if you do not wish to receive promotional material from other companies 

□ Tick if you do not wish to receive promotional material from Magnesium Media Ltd 
Competition open to UK residents only 


Freeware edition ■ PC Tools 3 5 



















H s little as 15 years ago, the 
majority of home PCs were 
ill capable of displaying only 
relatively blocky graphics, drawn 
using a small palette of colours. 
They were often silent apart from 
the occasional burp from a weedy 
internal speaker - unless the owner 
had splashed out a substantial 
amount of money on a flashy sound 
card, in which case they could enjoy 


Babya Logic Pro 

Don't be put off by this package's 
horrific website and unfriendly first 
impression - what we have here is a 
hugely impressive suite of music 
creation tools. There's a MIDI 
sequencing tool, numerous software 
synthesisers, a software drum 
machine, a vocoder, and lots more 
besides. With nothing more than 
your PC's sound card, Babya Logic 
Pro, a little patience and an ear for 
a good tune, you can fuse together 
your own sophisticated 
compositions. 

Sadly, there's no documentation 
supplied with the program. After 
installation, you'll simply find 
there's a new subsection of your 
Start/ All Programs menu which 
contains no less than 28/musical 
tools. Babya MicroKit will enable 
you to produce catchy drum 



The Babya MicroKit is a fully- 
functional drum machine 



a few sampled sounds and tunes 
composed using just a couple of 
synthesised sound channels. Video 
playback was limited to fuzzy, 
postage stamp-sized windows which 
jerked their way through a mere 
handful of frames per second. In 
short, multimedia was not 
something PCs used to be very 
good at. 

How times have changed. Modern 


PCs are multimedia monsters with 
awesome audio video capabilities. 
Increasingly, they are threatening to 
move into our living rooms and take 
over home entertainment 
responsibilities completely, 
rendering devices like the VCR, CD 
player, DVD player and hi-fi 
obsolete. 

Picking just a handful of the very 
best freeware audio and video 


programs to cram onto the PC 
Tools coverdiscs was not an easy 
task. The ones we've selected are 
not only straight out of the top 
drawer, but also provide a pretty 
good cross section of the broad 
range of programs now available. 
We've got audio and video players, 
music and movie library tools, a 
music creation suite, and a whole 
lot more besides. 



MediaMonkey makes it easy to browse through your 
music collection and find your favourite tracks 


patterns; Babya Bass Maker lets 
you draw waveforms which can 
then be transformed into weird 
and wonderful synth bass sounds; 
Babya Piano Studio can be used 
to create exotic piano chords; and 

Babya Logic Pro itself provides 
MIDI sequencing functions and a 
computerised version of a full 
General MIDI sound module, and 
enabling you to tie everything 
together into one (hopefully 
harmonious) whole. 

Location \audio & video\ 
lnstall_Babya_Logic_Pro.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.freewebs.com/babyalogic/ 


MediaMonkey 

With so many of us boasting large 
collections of digital music, it's no 
wonder that more and more music 
library management tools are 
appearing. MediaMonkey is one of 
the most feature-packed programs 
of this kind, and is capable of 
looking after collections ranging in 
size from just a few tunes to in 
excess of 50,000. 


Whether tracks are stored on 
your hard drive, CD or a network 
drive, MediaMonkey will catalogue 
them and then enable you to 
quickly find and play them. You 
can organise, browse or search by 
genre, artist, album, year, rating, 
bit rate, the date on which tunes 
were last played, and more 
besides. 

You can "rip" CDs to your hard 
drive, transfer tracks to and from 
supported portable audio devices 
(including an iPod), create 


playlists, and hunt for album art 
and track info in the Amazon 
database. You can even burn your 
own CDs - although you'll have to 
pay for the Gold edition of 
MediaMonkey if you want to burn 
at speeds higher than 4x. 

Location \audio & video\ 
MediaMonkey_Setup_2_4_2.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.mediamonkey.com 
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Zoom Player is a highly 
customisable media player with a 
skinnable interface 

the program and on the 
manufacturer's website. 

The program interface is also 
customisable, in that it can be 
skinned. There's a range of skins 
available at http://skins. 
inmatrix.com, along with a guide to 
installing your skin of choice. 

Location \audio & video\zplaystd.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.inmatrix.eom 


Mr Random 

If you've got a portable music 
player, this interesting little 
program may appeal. It will select 
at random a number of tunes from 


MP3 Cat 

It might look rather plain, but this 
little tool provides plenty of options 
that should help you keep your MP3 
library under control. 

You can sort and search through 
your music library, edit the ID3 tag 
details for individual tracks (such as 
artist, title, album or genre), mark 
lists of tunes which can then be 
played using your default MP3 
player, and so on. There's also a 
very useful function which lets you 
search for duplicates in the 
database fields of your choosing. 

Location \audio & video\MP3Cat.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.tellini.info 


everything you might conceivably 
want to do to your MP3 files! 

Both ID3v1.1 and ID3v2.x tags are 
supported, and you can copy data 
back and forth between them - very 
handy since some software uses 
one of these two formats but 
ignores the other. You can adjust 
the names of the files themselves 
to follow a common format of your 
choosing and remove odd 
characters. You can even assign 
lyrics or pictures to particular 
tunes. Best of all, you can perform 
operations on a whole bunch of 
songs at once, saving you bags of 
time. Very clever! 

Location \audio & video\mtt-v1.2.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact http://massid3lib.sourceforge.net 


Zoom Player Standard 

This is a highly customisable audio 
and video player. By adding various 
codecs to it, you can get it to play 
all sorts of different media files. 
You need to upgrade to the 
Professional version (which isn't 
free) in order to access some 
features, most notably DVD 
playback. However this standard 
version is perfectly capable of 
playing AVI files, CD audio files, 
RealAudio files, AAC audio files 
and more besides, with the help of 
the right codecs. Comprehensive 
guides to finding and installing the 
relevant codecs are included with 


The interface of this MP3 library 
management tool is a little gulrky, 
but there's plenty of power here 
for those who are prepared to 
give it a chance. After importing 
your MP3 collection into Its 
database, you can search it using 
one of two modes - Quick Search 
and Super Search. 

Super Search is particularly 
useful, enabling you, for instance, 
to dig out all the songs in your 


MP3 Tag Tools 

Another powerful ID3 tag editor, 
MP3 Tag Tools lets you amend data 
even whilst a song is being played 
by another program. In fact, it's 
capable of doing pretty much 


library which contain a particular 
word somewhere in the title. 
What the program actually does 
here is construct an SQL-style 
query based on the options you 
select, and you can manually edit 
the query if you so choose. As 
those of you familiar with 
databases will know, SQL is a 
powerful query language; MP3 
DataBase Suite puts a lot of this 
power at the fingertips of even 
those who wouldn't know where 
to start with SQL. You can use 
the Super Search for tasks like 
identifying duplicate tunes in 
your collection, even if the 
filenames, artist or title tags are 
slightly different. 

Location \audio & video\mp3db.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact n/a 



Mr Random provides an easy way of 
adding variety to your portable 
music device playlists 


the collection on your hard drive - 
in MP3, WMA, OGG or WAV format - 
and then copy them across to your 
portable player, giving you the sort 
of unpredictable playlist that iPod 
Shuffle owners can, ahem, enjoy on 

Mr Random is written using Java 
and isn’t the speediest or most 
responsive piece of software we've 
ever seen, but if you have a huge 
music collection and a player with 
only a small capacity, it does 
provide an easy way of varying the 
tunes you travel with. 

Location \audio & video\mr_random_1.1- 
install.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact http://mr-random.net 
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Probably the most 
famous freeware m 
player around, Winamp h 
with us in various forms since 
1997. Version 2, which appeared at 
] the height of the MP3 music 
boom, became the must-have 
music player of its day, fusing 
plenty of functions and features 
with a totally skinnable interface. 

Winamp3, which popped up 
| during 2002, added a bunch of 
! fancy new-fangled features, but 
most of them weren't particularly 
; useful, and sadly they made 
Winamp bigger, bloatier and less 
stable. What's more, the new 
version wasn't compatible with 
the thousands of Winamp 2 skins 
and plug-ins which were available 
on the Internet. Unsurprisingly, 
most people stuck with Winamp 2. 
i To its credit, program developer 
Nullsoft took the criticism on 
j board, and carried on developing 
Winamp 2 at the same time as 
Winamp3. Now it has combined the 
best of both versions into Winamp 
5 (so called because 2+3=5). 

Winamp 5 does much more than 



Winamp now offers a list of 
Internet TV stations for your 
viewing pleasure 


just play MP3 files. It can handle 
WMA, MIDI, WAV, MOD and many 
other audio file formats, plus AVI 
and MPEG video. You can also use it 
to tune into SHOUTcast Internet 
radio or TV streams, or even start 
your own with the help of free plug¬ 
ins. And, of course, there are literally 
thousands of plug-ins available from 
www.winamp.com which add even 
more tricks to its repertoire. 

Location \audio & video\winamp5111_ 

full_emusic-7plus.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.winamp.com 


DVD Collector 

Avid movie buffs often end up with 
large DVD collections, and keeping 
tabs on them all can become tough. 
You might forget who you've lent a 
particular movie to, or (if you 
regularly order movies online) you 
might even lose track of whether 
all the films you've paid for have 


arrived. If you're particularly keen, 
you might even want to keep track 
of where and for how much you 
bought each movie. DVD Collector 
will let you store all these details 
and more. 

You'll be pleased to know that 
you don't have to manually enter 
loads of details about each movie in 
your collection. Except in the case 



of particularly obscure films, you'll 
probably be able to get away with 
entering the title, then using the 
program's Find Online option to 
download all the relevant details for 
you. Easyl 

Location \audio & video\ 

dvdc102_setup.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.crunchymedia.com 


QuickTime Alternative 

Apple's QuickTime has become one 
of the most popular video file 
formats in use today. However, like 
its competitor RealPlayer, as time 
has passed more and more features 
have been bolted onto the basic 
QuickTime player, causing it to bloat 
out. That's why QuickTime 
Alternative has been developed - to 


allow you to enjoy QuickTime 
movies without having to install the 
full QuickTime software. 

You've got a choice of which 
media player you use in conjunction 
with QuickTime Alternative, but it 
comes with one called Media Player 
Classic which provides the sort of 
simple, no-fuss interface that most 
of us wish the big-name media 
players still offered. 

If you're impressed with 
QuickTime Alternative, you'll be 
pleased to know that Real 
Alternative is also available for 
download from www.codecguide. 
com, saving you from having to 
gunk up your system with the 
bloated mess that is RealPlayer 10. 

Location \audio & video\ 
quicktimealt166.exe 
System XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.codecguide.com 
























Sing along with your favourite 
songs, with some help from 
Evil Lyrics 


EvilLyrics 

Let's face it, most of us enjoy a 
good sing along with our favourite 
tunes - particularly when we're 
confident nobody can hear us 
slaughtering them! EvilLyrics is the 
answer to every would-be lead 
vocalist's prayers. It works with 
Winamp (and a variety of other 
audio players), automatically 
seeking out and displaying the 
lyrics for whatever song you're 
playing. 

The system works by guerying 
SeekLyrics, an online lyrics 
database. Obviously if you like 
listening to particularly obscure 
tracks then you might find that 
lyrics for them aren't available, but 
the database is impressively large, 
so the vast majority of the tunes 
most us listen to regularly are 
covered. If your favourite track isn't, 
you can always contribute to the 
EvilLyrics community by 
transcribing the lyrics and 
uploading them yourself. 

Location \audio & video\evillyrics.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.evillabs.sk/evillyrics/ 


SilentNight Radio 

One of best aspects of Internet 
radio, when compared to the 
standard analogue radio-available 
through your trusty wireless, is 
the enormous range of music 
that's broadcasted. Whether 
you're into pop, rock, disco, house, 
country, jazz or Andean panpipe 
music, you can bet that 
somewhere there's an Internet 
radio station for you. 

SilentNight Radio offers a 
convenient interface through which 
you can listen to 26 preset radio 


stations - sadly you can't program 
in any of your own favourite 
stations, though you can download 
several alternative station lists from 
the maker's website. To tune into a 
station, simply click on the relevant 
preset button, or bring up the 
station list and make your selection. 

One clever feature is that at the 
click of a button, you can record a 
station's audio stream to your hard 
disk, so that you can enjoy it again 
at a later date. 

Location \audio & video\ 

Radio_Setup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.silentnight2004.com/ 
supportRadio.htm 
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IVant to find all the tunes in 
your MP3 collection which have 
a certain word in the title? MP3 
Librarian is the tool for you 

MP3 Librarian 

Keeping tabs on an extensive MP3 
collection can be tricky. Most 
good media players now include a 
music library function, but it's not 
always as useful as it could be - 
for example, whilst you can 
generally sort files according to 
their ID3 tags, you often can't 
perform a keyword search for a 
title or an artist. Enter MP3 
Librarian, which lists all the MP3s 
in a folder (or on a CD drive, in 
case you like to store all your 
tunes on compact disc to save 
hard disk space). It also provides 
a keyword search function. 

Location \audio & video\mp3lib.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact n/a 


AviSplit 

As you'll doubtless have realised 
from the name, this program is 


Watching other people can be 
peculiarly fascinating (at least, 
that’s what our Big Brother¬ 
watching colleagues tell us!) so it's 
no surprise that webcams have 
become a hugely popular part of 
the Internet experience. They 
provide windows onto places and 
lives far removed from our own. It 
brightens the PC Tools team's day 
to know that with just a few clicks, 
we can virtually escape from not- 
so-sunny Stockport, to 
destinations as exciting as New 
York, Tibet, the Pyramids or 
Hawaii. 

Camembert is a neat little 
freeware program which enables 
you to monitor your favourite 
webcams, opening as many of 
them as you like in little windows 
on your desktop. As you come 
across new webcams, you can 
easily add them to your 
Camembert list; then you can 


capable of dividing and joining AVI 
and DivX movie files. Whether 
you've got a lengthy film clip you 
want to divide into more 
manageable chunks, or dozens of 
brief clips you wish to fuse into a 
coherent whole, this little gem will 
do the job for you. 

It's extremely easy to use, with a 
self-explanatory interface and a 
handy viewing window so you can 
check your clips. But the cleverest 
bit is that because the program 
doesn’t actually process the files 



Camembert enables you to open 
windows all over your desktop, 
containing views from webcams 
around the world 

open one simply by double¬ 
clicking on it in the list. You can 
specify how frequently you want 
the program to check for updates, 
and you can store historical 
images for each camera too. 

Location Vaudio S video\cmb10.exe 

System 98/Me/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact http://pink-mouse- 

productions.com/camembert/ 


when splitting or joining them, 
there’s no loss of quality in the 
movie. This also means that it's 
even possible to join or split clips 
with data missing from them, which 
most video editors would simply 
spit out. 

Location \audio & video\ 
lnstAviSplitC.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.bobyte.com/AviSplit/ 
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INTERNET TOOLS 


Internet 

tools 



I t's hard to imagine a PC 
environment without the 
Internet, and indeed many 
home computers are built to 
provide Web and email access and 
nothing else. The World Wide Web 
has done wonders for 
communication and information, 
and part of its appeal is that it's 
now much easier to reach out to a 
global audience instantly. Whether 
you've written a book, a thesis or a 


handy Windows utility, it can be 
online and available within 
seconds, accessible by an audience 
of millions. 

Indeed, a magazine such as this 
one would not be possible without 
speedy, instant access to the 
Internet and other related 
resources. Many of these programs 
have been borne out of 
collaborative online efforts, with 
developers from across the globe 


swapping ideas and code across the 
Web. Bugs can be instantly reported 
and ironed out, and the new version 
despatched to users instantly. 
Thanks to the Internet, creating and 
releasing freeware titles has 
become much quicker and easier. 

Now that we all spend so much 
of our time online, it makes sense 
to make use of the tools that exist 
to help increase security, add extra 
functionality and better our 


browsing experience. Within these 
pages you'll find alternative 
browsers, email clients and instant 
messaging programs, as well as 
utilities to help you get the most 
out of technologies such as RSS 
and weblogs. Download and upload 
files more easily, check your online 
spelling, create your own 
webpages and enhance your 
emailing productivity with the 
tools found here. 


Mozilla Firefox 

Firefox's influence continues to 
slowly and steadily increase, and 
version 1.5 is the latest release of 
the browser championed by open- 
source enthusiasts, the anti- 
Microsoft community, and many 
more. All of the features that 
make Firefox what it is have been 
retained, as you would expect - 
the tabbed browsing, the cheerful 
and intuitive interface, the 


“THE IDEA IS THAT IN ONE 
OPERATION YOU CAN CLEAR ALL 
TRACES OF WHAT YOU'VE BEEN 
UP TO ON THE WEB, WHILE 
NOT NECESSARILY ERASING 
IMPORTANT PREFERENCE 
OPTIONS AND OTHER SETTINGS" 


speedy surfing and everything 
else. With 1.5, Mozilla are hoping 
to address a number of bugs 


File Edit yiew 50 Bookmarks Ioofc Help 

® " j) * http://www.mo2illa.com/firefox/ 

‘ .. *.. . .: ~ -- —.1 

& Firefox - Rediscover the Web ^Mozilla Firefox 1.5 Release No 


Firefox 1.5 


whilst adding new functionality. 

New to the surfing fray is the 
Clear Private Data option - you 
can configure 
the type of data 
that this feature 
deletes, but by 
default it will 
leave website cookies alone while 
wiping the browsing and 
download history. The idea is 
that in one operation you can 
clear all traces of what you've 
been up to on the Web, while not 
necessarily erasing important 
preference options and other 


The award-winning Web browser is better than ev 
- Firefox protects you from viruses, spyware and | 
performance, ease of use and privacy. It's easy t< 
and get started. Download Firefox now and get th 




Download Firefox 


There's plenty to explore In the new version of Firefox, Including 
the ability to drag and drop tabs 
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settings. The browser now allows 
you to have a closer look at your 
cookies as well, through a 
searchable management utility. A 
number of extra security 
safeguards have been put in 
place, and there's a whole raft of 
bug fixes, the majority of which 


will only make sense to the very 
technically minded. The pop-up 
blocking option has been 
improved, and the Safe Mode has 
also been tweaked for the better. 

On top of the more serious 
and practical improvements, 
there are plenty of nice touches 
here as well - view a standalone 
image, and Firefox will use a 
thumbnail of the picture as the 
tab graphic; links can be dragged 
onto the New Tab toolbar icon to 
open them up; and browsing 
forwards and backwards is now 
faster than ever (i.e. really fast). 
One particular feature that’s 
long overdue is the ability to 
drag-and-drop tabs into position, 
so you can re-order them as you 
browse. Updating Firefox has 
been made easier than ever - 
note that when you upgrade to 
the latest version of Firefox, 
you'll probably need to update 
your extensions at the same 
time to make sure the're all still 
fully compatible. 

Location lnternet\Firefox Setup 1.5.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.mozilla.com 
























Make sure your emails and Web posts are error-free 
using the spell checking prowess of ieSpell 


ieSpell 

As the name suggests, this is 
simple spellchecking utility that will 
integrate itself with Internet 
Explorer and make sure that you 
don't make any glaring errors in 
Web forms and message board 
posts. The utility will be available 
from the Tools menu as well as the 
right-click context menu within the 
browser. You don’t need any other 
software such as Microsoft Office 


installed for the program to work, 
but if you have used the Word 
spellchecker before then you'll be 
right at home with the look and feel 
of this one as well. 

To check a portion of text, 
highlight it, right-click and select 
Check spelling from the menu that 
appears. You can also access the 
same feature by visiting the Tools 
menu and choosing the ieSpell 
option. For any misspelt words that 
the utility finds, you'll be offered a 


MetaProducts Download Express 




I Get your files faster and manage 
broken downloads with the help of 
MetaProducts Download Express 

With faster Internet connections 
I and more powerful PCs now the 
! order of the day, we're all 
downloading more material than 
! ever, so it makes sense to have a 
! dedicated download manager 
: installed. While the download 
utility in your Web browser is 
probably adequate, a separate 
j tool will offer you much more in 
; the way of functionality and 
I I flexibility. 

Download Express from 
MetaProducts will integrate into 
whichever browser you're using 
(Internet Explorer, Firefox and 



Opera are all supported), so that 
whenever you click or right-click 
on a download link you'll have the 
option to use Download Express 
to manage the transfer. Once the 
utility has been launched, you can 
control various aspects of the 
download, including its speed and 
location. It's possible to resume 
downloads that fail first time 
around, as well as control which 
file types are accepted and where 
on the system the transferred files 
are placed. Download Express can 
also access and download files via 
FTP, and will check for viruses 
before writing any information 
permanently to disk. You can also 
set more advanced options, such 
as the thread size and maximum 
connection time-out delay. 

Location lnternet\desetup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.metaproducts.com 




range of alternatives, sorted with 
the most likely corrections at the 
top of the list. You can also choose 
to ignore misspellings, or add your 
own words to the dictionary used 
by ieSpell. The program options can 
be set by selecting Tools/ ieSpell 
options from the Internet Explorer 
menus - you can tell ieSpell to 
ignore email addresses and Web 
links, for example. 


folder, right-click on it and select 
the appropriate option from the 
menu that appears. 

Location lnternet\FileZilla_2_2_9_setup.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact http://sourceforge.net/ 

projects/filezilla 


Location lnternet\ieSpellSetup211325.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.iespell.com 


FileZilla 

The FTP (File Transfer Protocol) 
standard is useful for all kinds of 
purposes - website building, sharing 
large files, and storing data online 
are just three. Internet Explorer has 
primitive FTP support built-in, but 
for serious use you really need a 
dedicated program like FileZilla. 

This excellent application provides 
plenty of powerful features while 
remaining straightforward to use, 
even for FTP beginners. 

Using a Windows Explorer-like 
interface you can simply drag and 
drop files to a folder at a remote 
Web-based location (such as the 
space given to you by your ISP), 
and transfer them back in the same 
way. In order to access remote FTP 
sites you'll need a username and 
password - in the case of website 
space, this will be given to you by 
the hosting company. There are also 
plenty of public FTP sites available 
on the Web, operated by libraries 
and government organisations. 

Once you've successfully logged 
on, use the Transfer and Queue 
menus to move files from one 
location to another. To quickly add a 
file to the upload or download 
queue, double-click on it. To move a 


K9 

Spam is still very much a problem 
for our inboxes, but there are plenty 
of applications available that can 
provide respite against the tide of 
junk. K9 is an excellent buffer 
application that sits between your 
email server and client, scanning 
emails for spam and marking those 
that it thinks are unsolicited. It uses 
an advanced filtering method that 
learns as it goes along - at first you'll 
have to point out which messages 
are spam and which aren't, but as 
time goes on K9 can use this data to 
make the decisions itself. 

If all of the messages with 
"LdXsPK!" in the subject header are 
marked by yourself as spam, for 
example, then K9 will be able to 
recognise this next time one appears. 
Eventually you won't have to mark 
any messages manually, as the 
program will have enough data to 
make accurate judgements itself, 
based on the choices that you've 
already made. K9 doesn't delete junk 
messages but tags them as being 
spam, so you'll need to set up a filter 
in your email client to deal with these 
tags accordingly - it's worth double¬ 
checking the tags regularly to make 
sure that K9 isn't accidentally 
tagging any authentic mail. 

Location Internet\k9v1setup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.keir.net 



The File Transfer Protocol made 
easy thanks to the tools and 
capabilities found in FileZilla 


Make sure that spam gets spotted 
before it reaches your inbox thanks 
to K9's tagging system 



Freeware edition H PC Tools 41 









































Maxthon offers the compatibility 
and speed of Internet Explorer and 
adds many features to it 



Maxthon 

Thanks to the hype surrounding the 
rise of Firefox, most users are now 
aware that there are alternatives to 
the Internet Explorer browser that's 
included as part of Windows. 
Maxthon is a program based on IE, 
making it compatible with the vast 
majority of the world's websites, but 
it extends the number of features 
and options on offer. If you've ever 
thought that Internet Explorer was 
j a bit too plain and dull, then 
j Maxthon should be just what 
you need. 

Some of the features available in 
Maxthon include tabbed browsing, 
mouse gestures, skinning support 
and an integrated RSS reader, and 
you'll be given a full rundown of the 
best functions (together with a 'tip 
of the day') when you launch the 
i browser for the first time. You 
should find the interface easy 
enough to get to grips with, though 
J you will notice several extra 
I toolbars providing search and tab 
j functions (you can switch any of 
these toolbars on or off via the 

Once you have several tabs or 


windows open at once, you can save 
them as a set using the Group 
menu - groups work in a similar way 
to traditional bookmarks, and of 
course you can still access all the 
usual features(such as Internet 
Favourites and search) as well. 

Location lnternet\mcombo.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.maxthon.com 


Miranda 

Instant messaging is growing in 
popularity all the time, and as 
Internet technology improves 
audio and video elements are 
being incorporated as well. There 
are several different IM programs 
on the market (you might be 
familiar with MSN Messenger, 
which comes with Windows), and 
at the moment they aren't 
compatible with one another. If 
you need to talk to someone who 
doesn't use your instant 
messenger of choice then this can 
present quite a problem. 

Miranda IM is a clever little tool 






Stay up to date with what's 
happening on the Web with the 
help of CITA RSS Aggregator 


RSS stands for Really Simple 
Syndication and is part of the new 
interactive Web revolution. RSS 
feeds provide notifications of 
when particular websites and 
content are updated, and are best 
used for news sites - whenever a 
new headline appears online, the 
RSS feed will tell you about it. In 
theory this means you don't have 
to check the site every 10 minutes 
to look for new content. 

The CITA RSS Aggregator is 
able to pull content from all kinds 


of websites. Copy links from the 
Web wherever you see an RSS 
logo or a link to an RSS feed, and 
the program can automatically 
check for and download content. 
Whether it's news headlines, 
feature articles or message board 
postings, you’ll be kept right up to 
date with what's happening - new 
headlines will appear in a box at 
the top right hand corner of your 
screen. There's an integrated Web 
browser so you can view any of 
the links within the program itself. 

The program also comes with a 
utility that you can use to create 
an RSS feed on your own website. 
Press FI for help with building RSS 
channels and uploading them to 
your personal space on the Web. 

Location lnternet\RSSASetup.msi 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.seeita.com 


that is compatible with just about 
every chat client in existence, 
enabling you to use as many 
platforms as you like at the same 
time - the program supports ICO, 
AOL IM, MSN, Jabber, Yahoo! and 
several more. Miranda also attempts 
to cut back on some of the bloat 
and graphical flourishes of current 
instant messenger programs, 
streamlining online chatting and 
reducing the strain on system 
resources. 

To get started with the program, 


enter the login details for the 
instant messenger clients that you'd 
like Miranda to work with. Any that 
you don't need to use can be safely 
left blank. You'll be automatically 
logged in and your current contacts 
will be displayed - double-click on 
one to start a conversation. 

Location Internet\miranda-im-v0.4.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.miranda-im.org 




























































Pix2Fone 

This is a free Internet 
Explorer/Firefox add-on that enables 
you to upload a picture or audio file 
of your choice to your mobile phone. 
No registration of any kind is 
required - the service is fast, simple 
and free. As the program integrates 
into your Web browser, you can 
simply right-click on an image to 


save it to your mobile. 

There are a handful of steps to 
go through. First of all you'll need 
to specify the image (or audio file) 
to upload - you can either pick a 
file from your hard drive or grab 
one from the Web. Next, you'll be 
asked to specify your mobile phone 
type, so Pix2Fone can make sure 
that your phone is compatible with 
the service. You can then choose to 



Fast and powerful browsing - 
Opera has a range of unigue 
features that have made it a hit 


Although Firefox tends to get 
most of the headlines, it's not the 
[ only freeware Web browser trying 
to challenge the dominance of 
Internet Explorer. Opera is a 
hugely popular alternative, 
bringing increased speed and 
advanced features to your 
browsing experience. While it used 
to be ad-supported, it has now 
been released as a genuinely free 
i application. 

Separate tabs enable you to look 
| at several pages within one window, 
! while the trash can is available to 
i get back pages that you’ve 


inadvertently closed down. There's j 
also a built-in Google search field j 
and a password manager that 
remembers all of your Web 
passwords on your behalf. Another i 
important part of the Opera 
experience is mouse gestures - you ■ 
can navigate round the Web, open \ 
and close links, and much more just j 
by moving the mouse. You can find j 
a full list of all the mouse gestures j 
(a feature since adopted by other j 
browsers) in the Help section. 

There’s much more to explore i 
here as well. Opera includes 
advanced security features to 
keep out hackers and spyware, i 
while you can reskin the browser j 
with a variety of different looks. | 
Check out the official website for j 
more information and tutorials for i 
using Opera. 

Location lnternet\ow32enen851.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 


resize or crop the picture to fit the 
screen of the intended phone, as 
well as add some automatic 
enhancements provided by 
Pix2Fone. 

Finally, there are two ways to get 
your file. You can either browse to 
the WAP address listed, or have it 
sent over as an SMS text message. 
Follow the instructions on screen 
for either process. Click the Change 
phone link to send the same picture 
to a different mobile. 


System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.pix2fone.com 


Planarchy 

In case you haven't noticed, 
blogging is big. These online diaries 
can be started by anyone who can 
write, and are used to track all kinds 
of topics, from politics and IT news 
to the intimate lives of individuals. 
Planarchy is designed to make 
blogging easy, even if you have no 
notion of what HTML (used to code 
webpages) and FTP (used to move 
files to the Web) are. 

At first the program will look very 
blank, but that will change as you 
build up entries. To get started, 
select Edit/ New Entry and then 
type in a headline. On the Insert 
menu you'll find tools that enable 
you to enter links, images and other 
content alongside your text. Once 
you click the save entry icon, it will 
be logged on the local hard drive 
together with the time and date. 

Uploading entries to an online 
blog isn't much more difficult. 

Select Tools/ Publish and you'll be 
asked to enter details of the server 
where your journal is stored (all this 
information should have been 
provided by the website that hosts 
your blog). Once these details are 



If you have an online weblog or 
journal then you'll find Planarchy an 
invaluable aid 


entered, your new and updated 
entries can be transferred online in 
just a couple of clicks. 

Location lnternet\planarchy.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.tnk-bootblock.co.uk 


POP Peeper 

Most of us are now running more 
than one email address, and with 
addresses given out by employers, 

ISPs and the likes of Microsoft and 
Google it's not hard to build up quite | 
a collection. Of course, you're entitled 
to as many email addresses as you 
like, but it can be difficult keeping 
track of them all at once, which is 
where POP Peeper comes it. It can 
keep an eye on an unlimited number 
of POP and Webmail accounts at the 
same time, alerting you whenever a 
new message arrives. 

There are also other features 
included besides simple mail 
notification. You can read, delete 
and even send emails without 
having to open your email client; 
password protection makes sure 
that your account settings remain 
safe; and there are built-in tools to 
protect against viruses and spam. 

The program isn't difficult to 
configure. Use the Accounts/ Add 
option to enter additional inboxes 
that need checking, or use the icons 
on the toolbar on the left. File/ 

Check Mail is the option for manually 
looking for new messages, though 
POP Peeper will run a scheduled 
check as well. When you close the 
main window, the program will 
continue to run from the system tray, j 

Location lnternet\POPPeeper-lnstall.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.poppeeper.com 



Keep a close eye on as many email 
inboxes as you like using the 
excellent POP Peeper 
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Mozilla Thunderbird 



HTML Builder XP can help you learn 
how HTML works as you build up 
your own webpages 


ii yuu nccu nclp witn getting 
started, you'll find plenty of useful 
resources on the Help menu, and 
there are a range of HTML guides 
on the Web as well. 


Location lnternet\HBsetup56lite.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.code-builders.com 


HTML Builder XP 

If you've been given some free 
space by your ISP, then you're 
probably eager to know what you 
can do with it. HTML Builder XP 
simplifies the process of building 
and editing websites, enabling you 
to use a combination of toolbar 
icons and HTML tags to create 
professional-looking pages. As you 
format your text, the program will 
drop in the relevant tags, so it's a 
great way of learning more about 
how websites are put together. You 
can drop in links, images and even 
sound clips with a single click - the 
toolbars enable you to control 
everything from the alignment of 
the text to the positioning of links 
and tables. You can use the tabs at 
the top of the screen to edit the 
fonts and style sheets embedded in 
the page, while there are also 
separate controls for tables, lists, 
forms and even Javascript. 

While professional designers will 
be looking for something a little bit 
more advanced, this is perfect for 
those whose ambitions are more 
modest and don't have much in the 
way of website-building experience. 


Qm 

Qm stands for quick mailer, and 
that’s all that there is to the 
program in a nutshell. It was 
written as an antidote to the 
bloated email clients of today's 
PCs, that take an age to launch 
and almost as long to compose a 
new message - Qm is a simple, 
standalone application that will be 
open and ready to go in a second. 
The first time it runs, enter your 
SMTP details and Qm will remember 
them for next time. You won't be 
able to apply any advanced 
formatting to your message, but it 
will be ready to go in record time, 
and there is the option of attaching 
a file to your missive. 



Qm is a quick mailer that does 
exactly that - for speedy emails, it 
can't be bettered 



email messages and newsgroups 

While its sister application Firefox 
has been grabbing the headlines, 
the development of Thunderbird 
has continued quietly and steadily. 
It's designed to be to Firefox what 
Outlook Express is to Internet 
Explorer, and there are a pile of 
useful features and innovations 
included. Thunderbird includes a 
built-in RSS feed reader, so you 
can stay right up to date with 
developments while working with 
your email. 

The basics of sending, receiving 
and sorting email are all made very 
straightforward thanks to 
Thunderbird's clean, open 
interface. The powerful quick 


You can add Qm to the Send To 
menu in Windows Explorer to 
quickly distribute files to others, 
and you can also configure any 
Web browser to use Qm to handle 
mailto: links found online. As 
there’s no installation required, you 
can put Qm on a USB flash disk and 
take your email client around with 
you, wherever you go. To uninstall 


search is worth a look, helping you 
to identify and track down 
messages when you need them. 
The program also includes an 
integrated newsreader so you can 
sign up and post to newsgroups as 
well as manage your email 
messages - for more information 
on accessing and registering with 
newsgroups, check with your ISP. 
More advanced features include 
message flagging and filtering, and 
like Firefox the application is fully 
skinnable. You’ll also find some 
powerful anti-spam controls here - 
select Tools/ Junk Mail Controls to 
fine-tune the settings. Visit the 
Mozilla website for some useful 
plug-ins and other extensions - 
these range from simple changes 
to the interface to powerful mini¬ 
programs that expand the 
functionality of the email client. 

Location lnternet\Thunderbird Setup 
1.0.7.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.mozilla.com 


the program, simply delete the .exe, 
.ini and .txt files from the 
installation folder, plus the qm.log 
if it has been created. 

Location lnternet\qm-2_2.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.pyric.orq 


Set up an email account in Thunderbird 


Before you 
Thunderbird ha 
II accounts. All < 

the Create a ne 


l start using the superior features that 
to offer, you'll need to set up your email 
; the information that's required should be 
1 ISP, or whoever is offering the account. Click 
' account link to get started. 
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TUNING & PERFORMANCE 


Tuning & 
Performance 


computer is a complex 
machine that needs a tune 
up every now and again, and 
we've pulled together the best tools 
and applications that you’ll need to 
do it. As time goes by, wear and 
tear on your PC will start to have an 
effect, but if your computer starts 
slowing down there are measures 
you can take to restore it to its 
former glory. The software collected 


here will give you access to a whole 
range of monitoring, tweaking and 
fixing options. 

You might not have thought 
much about how your computer 
works, but it's important to 
understand why a certain amount 
of maintenance is required. Data on 
the hard drive and in the system 
RAM can become fragmented over 
time, making it harder to access 


and slowing the whole PC down as 
a result. Temporary files that were 
important at one time can be left 
behind on disk, taking up room and 
again slowing down the system. 
Fortunately, it's not too difficult to 
start remedying these problems, 
and if you know the right places 
to look then much of the clutter 
can be cleared out with a few 
mouse clicks. 


Windows itself provides some 
optimisation tools, such as the hard 
disk defragmenter, but these 
applications go much further. There 
are also several benchmark tools 
that will provide a reading for the 
comparative power of your system, 
as well as tweaking utilities that can 
help you configure and even 
overclock the hardware inside your 
PC case. 



TweakAII 

You may be familiar with tweaking a 
car's performance, but now you can 
do the same with a PC thanks to 
the tools and options found in 
TweakAII. Tweaking is popular 
among gamers and computer 
enthusiasts, as it enables the user 
to squeeze every last drop of 
performance from a system. That 
doesn't mean that it's off limits to 
beginners, however, because there 
are plenty of basic tweaks that can 
make a real difference to your 
computing experience. Most of the 
tweaks included in the program are 
designed to speed up your PC, while 
there are a handful that have no 
impact on performance, but give 
you more of a choice over how 
Windows runs. 

The top section of the TweakAII 


screen deals with general tweaks, 
while underneath you'll find settings 
that are specific to certain versions 
of the Windows operating system. 

It's a good idea to browse through 
the various options before making 
any changes - if there are any 
tweaks that you don't understand or 
don't see the purpose of, click on 
the Help button for more 
information. You'll be shown a shot 
of the current screen, followed by a 
detailed explanation of what the 
options mean and how changing 
them can help PC performance. 

The options on the left enable 
you to free and defragment the 
system RAM, remove and run 
programs, edit Send To entries, turn 
off Autorun and more. The memory 
optimisation tool will display the 
amount of RAM currently available, 
and give you a range of options for 


how much you want to free up 
(check a radio button or enter an 
amount). The Send To screen is 
particularly useful, and can be used 
to add your favourite application or 
function to this context-sensitive 
menu (right-click on a file in 
Windows Explorer to see it). Further 
down are the operating system- 
specific commands - you can turn 
off automatic support for Zip 
folders, for example. By changing 


some of the options included here 
you should be able to cut down on 
your PC’s boot up and shutdown 
times, and enjoy a faster, more 
responsive computer. 

Location Tuning & performance 

tweakall3fullsetup.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.codeforge.co.uk 


"THAT DOESN'T MEAN THAT IT'S 
OFF LIMITS TO BEGINNERS, 

HOWEVER, BECAUSE THERE ARE 
PLENTY OF BASIC TWEAKS THAT 
CAN MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE TO 
YOUR COMPUTING EXPERIENCE" 
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BenchMarX 



Get one-click access to many 
different system functions by 
installing AbsoluteControl 

AbsoluteControl 

AbsoluteControl is a powerful little 
tool that gives you single-click 
access to a variety of different 
Windows functions and features. 
You can use it to instantly set the 
screen display to the maximum 
possible resolution, for example, or 
open up a particular system drive, 
or search the World Wide Web. The 
program will run discreetly in the 
system tray, and you can hover the 
cursor over the icon to get an 
instant rundown on the system's 
current available memory and hard 
disk space. 

Right-click on this icon to access 
the functions of AbsoluteControl. 
Use the Search, System, Monitor 
and CD-ROM submenus to browse 
through the functions that are 
available. There are additional 
options available via the main 
menu, including the update check 
feature and a link to the website. 

Location Tuning & 

performance\AbsoluteControl-Setup.zip 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.kamatoz.com 


The term "benchmarking" is used 
to describe the process of testing 
how well your PC can perform. It's 
a little bit like starting a 
stopwatch and asking your 
computer to run as fast as it can 
in the specified time. Many 
different components can be 
benchmarked, including the CPU 
and graphics card, and the end 
results provide a rough guide to 
how powerful your computer set 
up is. There’s also a bonus utility 
that can defrag your system 
memory and give more room to 
other applications. 

BenchMarX is an easy-to-use 
benchmarking program that can 
measure the performance of just 


Brute Benchmark 

Like the BenchMarX program 
above, this utility is designed to 
help you test your system's 
hardware components. The 
processor, video card and hard disk 
all have their own separate set of 
benchmarks, each of which should 
take no longer than a minute to 
complete. Before you start any one 
of them, make sure that Brute 
Benchmark is the only open 
program currently running on your 
system, and then click on the 
benchmark you wish to run - a 
progress bar will keep you updated 
with current progress. 

Once the relevant test is over, 
you can check the vital statistics by 
clicking on the Results tab. Here 


about every bit of hardware 
attached to your system. It's also 
a useful diagnostic tool that can 
report back on the specification of 
your components. Use the menu 
on the left to switch between 
system information and 
benchmarking, and then make 
your selection from the options 
offered. It's a good idea to close 
down all other applications while 
running benchmarks to get the j 
most accurate results. 

Location Tuning & performance\bmx.zip 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact http://rvultur.3x.ro 


you'll find a breakdown of how your 
own hardware compares against a 
selection of other example systems. 
There's a save option that can be 
used to log the results to disk 
should you need to refer back to 
them or compare them to other 
benchmarks on the Web (of which 
there are plenty). 

Location Tuning & performance\bmx.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.geocities.com/andreigaceff 


CPUMon 

The CPU is an integral part of the 
system and acts as the brain of 



CPUMon lets you see just how 
hard your processor is working via 
a real-time graph 


your whole hardware set up. It takes 
care of the majority of the 
calculations that your system needs 
to carry out, so it's important that it 
isn't overloaded or your PC will 
begin to act sluggishly. This is a 
simple utility that will keep track of 
how hard the CPU is working, so 
you can shut down particular 
programs if it's having to work 
overtime to keep up with the pace. 

When you run the program for 
the first time it will appear as a 
semi-transparent graph 
somewhere on your screen. You 
can reposition it anywhere you like 
using the icon at the top left hand 
corner. The icon to the right of this 
reveals the program menu, where 
you can access additional features 
and configure the look and 
operation of CPUMon. It's also 
possible to minimise CPUMon so 
that it runs as a small graph in the 
system tray. 

Location Tuning & 
pcrformance\CPUMon.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.redbrick.dcu.ie/~den4b 
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CloneSpy 

The purpose of CloneSpy is to root 
out and remove any duplicate files 
that might be cluttering up your 
system. This is a more complex 
operation than simply looking at 
filenames - CloneSpy actually 
checks the file size and the data it 
contains to find matches, which you 
can then choose to keep or delete 
as you wish. With so many images, 


songs and video clips on our hard 
drives it's important to make sure 
that there aren't any duplicates (as 
these will take up disk space and 
make it harder to find files when 
you need them). 

Before you run CloneSpy, it's 
important to check the supplied 
help file, in particular the important 
opening notes. You shouldn't run 
any other applications while 
CloneSpy is scanning, and it's vital 


G-Lock Temp Cleaner 



Temporary files can slow down 
your system, but Temp Cleaner 
makes short work of removing 
them 

Temporary files are a necessary 
evil when it comes to modern day 
computing. They are used to hold 
data for all kinds of purposes, 
including Web browsing, program 
installation, autosave routines, and 
much more. However, if these 
temporary files aren't effectively 
cleaned up afterwards then they 
can start to slow down your PC and 
its applications. G-Lock Temp 
Cleaner will root out and remove 
temporary files that you don't need 
and claim back some disk space. 


On the first screen you see 
you’ll be asked to specify which j 
file extensions to look out for, and j 
in which folders, .tmp and .bak are i 
two of the most common 
temporary file types, but there are 
others. Click on the Exclusion List j 
tab to specify files that you want j 
Temp Cleaner to skip over, and 
use the File/ Settings screen to i 
add extra options (such as a file 
age limit). Click the small Begin ! 
Scanning option on the toolbar j 
and the program will burst into j 
life, producing a list of all the 
temporary files in the folders 
specified, which can then be 
either moved to the Recycle Bin j 
(where they can be retrieved at a j 
later date if necessary) or deleted : 
permanently from the system. 

Location Tuning & performance\gtc.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Free for personal use 
Contact www.glocksoft.com 


that you ignore any files that are 
found in the Windows or other 
system folders. You can choose to 
include duplicate filenames and files 
of the same size, or stick to true 
duplicates, and there's a full tutorial 
on scanning your system in the help 
files. Used correctly, CloneSpy is 
perfectly safe, and is a quick and 
easy way of gaining extra space and 
reducing hard disk clutter. 

Location Tuning & 
performance\cspy211.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.clonespy.com 


Fast Defrag 

You might already be aware of the 
term "defragging" from using the 
system tools built into Windows. As 
far as the hard drive is concerned, 
fragmentation occurs when files are 
split up all over the disk, leading to 
slower access times and a sluggish 
system. The Windows defrag tool 
puts all of these pieces back in 
order. The system RAM can also 
become fragmented, and Fast 
Defrag has been designed to help 
you optimise your memory and 
other resources again. 

As applications and files are 
opened up and then closed back 
down again, bits of code and 
temporary data can get left behind 
in the RAM. If you continue to use 
your computer for an extended 
period of time, this can start to 
adversely affect performance. Click 
on the clean button on the System 
Manager screen and Fast Defrag will 
clear all of the junk out of your 
memory and leave more available 
for the running applications - be 
patient as it may take a minute or 
two. There are several other tools 
and options available in the 
program, including an advanced task 



Fast Defrag makes sure that your 
memory is optimised and not 
filled with unnecessary data 


manager that can help you shut 
down all of the Windows background 
services that you don't need. 

Location Tuning & performance 

FastDefrag2.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions (Tone 

Contact www.amsn.ro 


HDD Health 

As the name suggests, this 
diagnostic utility has been written 
to keep a close eye on the well¬ 
being of your hard disk drive. It will 
run quietly and neatly in the system 
tray, and the main application 
window can be opened by double¬ 
clicking on this icon. The first tab 
will give you a breakdown of the 
hard drive's vital statistics, including 
the current temperature. Under the 
Extended Info section you can get a 
really detailed report, including how 
many hours the drive has been 
powered on for. 

Click on the S.M.A.R.T. tab for 
data fed back by the hard drive's 
own analysis tool - this includes 
advanced technical details that are 
useful for diagnosing problems. 
Once HDD Health has been 
monitoring your drive for an 
extended period of time, it will be 
able to report on the current health 
of your hard drive and predict when 
it is likely to fail. While this date 
isn't guaranteed to be 100% 
accurate, it's a useful guide that will 
give you some advance warning and 
give you chance to move important 
data to another drive. The final tab 
is the Log tab, which keeps a record 
of key program events and times. 

Location Tuning & performance\hddh.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.panterasoft.com 



Keep an eye on the health of your 
hard drive and find out when it's 
likely to fail with HDD Health 
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Motherboard Monitor dashboard 

Motherboard Monitor 

The aim of this program is given away 
in its title, and its one of the most 
comprehensive monitoring tools you 
can find - it can display board 
temperature, voltage, fan speed, CPU 
load and much more via a simple 
dashboard interface. As a rule, 
Motherboard Monitor will run in the 
system tray, displaying the current 
motherboard temperature. To open 
the settings or the more detailed 
dashboard display, right-click on the 
temperature icon and make a choice 
from the pop-up menu that appears 
on screen. With the dashboard on 
screen, you can reposition any of the 
dials by dragging them into a new 
spot using the mouse. The slider on 
the right-hand side enables you to 
make the window semi-transparent, 
so you can keep it displayed on 
screen while you work. 

There's plenty of customisation 
available via the options dialog box. 
You can choose which data is 
displayed on the dashboard, and set 
the levels at which Motherboard 
Monitor should display a warning. It's 
also possible to alter the way that 
the program shows its readings on 
screen. By keeping the dashboard 


displayed as you work you can see 
the effect that various programs and 
operations have on the stability of 
your system and its motherboard 
component. This is a must-have tool 
for any serious PC enthusiast. 

Location Tuning & performance 

MBM5370.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/Z000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact http://mbm.livewiredev.com 


NTREGOPT 

The Windows registry holds all of 
the operating system's key settings, 
as well as advanced options for all 
of the applications that run on it. As 
you might know if you've ever 
tinkered around with the registry, it 
contains a huge amount of 
information, and tampering with it 
can be a recipe for disaster if you 
don't know what you're doing. 
NTREGOPT is a registry 
optimisation tool for Windows 
NT/2000/XP that can cut out 
redundant entries and give the 
registry a new, streamlined look. 

As it does contain so much data, 



Let NTREGOPT cut down on the 
size of your Windows registry in one 
simple operation 


RivaTuner 



Get the most out of your graphics 
card with the tweaks and tools 
found in RivaTuner 


RivaTuner is a tweaking and 
optimisation tool for graphics 
cards, and is able to bring out extra 
features and functionality from the 
installed video drivers. When you 
launch RivaTuner for the first time, 
it will need to build up a database 
of registry entries so that it can 
effectively tweak the settings on 
your machine. The next screen you 
see will display information about 
the hardware and software that 
you're currently using to run the 
system display. If you have multiple 


adapters installed, then you can 
select which one to tweak from this 
screen. To start making changes to 
the display settings, click on the 
Customise link. 

Under the Settings tab it's 
possible to change how the 
program works. You can choose to j 
start RivaTuner at the same time ! 
as Windows, for example, or keep 
it above all of the other windows I 
on screen. The Power User tab 
enables you to make advanced 
tweaks on the Windows registry j 
itself - don't delve in here unless | 
you have some experience of 
working with the registry and 
know something about the 
settings that you're changing. 

Location Tuning & performance 
RivaTuner20RC158-fGuru3D.comI.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Free for personal use 
Contact www.guru3d.com/rivatuner 


the Windows registry can become 
quite bloated. The larger the file 
becomes, the harder the operating 
system has to work to access it, 
which can lead to sluggish 
performance and problems when 
opening applications. NTREGOPT 
will run a completely safe process 
that will trim out everything you 
don't need and save your system 
some space and legwork. It will also 
defragment the entries and tidy 
them up. Using the utility is very 
straightforward - simply click OK 


when prompted to let the program 
go to work. Click OK again at the 
end to reboot your system. Note 
that you will have to be logged in as 
an administrator in order to 
successfully run NTREGOPT. 

Location Tuning & performance 
ntregopt-setup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.larshederer.homepage. 
t-online.de 
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Sweepi enables you to effectively 
get rid of junk files and clear traces 
of your PC use 


Sweepi 

Over time, your PC system can 
accumulate an awful lot of virtual 
garbage, even if you do your best 
to keep it down to a minimum. 
Sweepi's job is to search for and 
get rid of this unnecessary clutter, 
and it will do all of the hard work 
on your behalf. As well as 
improving system performance, 
the program will also help to 
protect your privacy by erasing 
cookies and other logs stored on 
your machine. 

When the application launches 
you have the option of following a 
step-by-step wizard or taking a 
more hands-on approach. Among 
the categories of files that Sweepi 
can delete are browsing history, 
recent searches, temporary files, 
the Recycle Bin and data files 
relating to individual programs 
(such as Windows Media Player and 
WinZip). In the classic mode you'll 
have full control over which of 
these files are included in the clean 
up, and once the search has been 
completed you can browse through 
the results to exclude any 
documents that you still need. 


When the right files are selected on 
screen, click the Cleanup icon to get 
rid of them. Click the Settings 
button on the toolbar to configure 
Sweepi to suit your own needs. 

Location Tuning & performance 
Sweepi5-2.10_full_Setup_EN.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.yooapps.ch 


Systemometer 

Knowing the current state of your 
system is useful for predicting and 
diagnosing PC problems, and can 
also help you decide which bits of 
your computer need to be upgraded 
most urgently (i.e. those that are 
under the most stress). 
Systemometer takes an unusual 
approach to system monitoring, 
displaying a spider graph of your 
PC’s vital statistics that is updated 
as you work. It can be used as a 
standard window or as a 
screensaver that's displayed when 
your computer is idle. 

The program will invite you to 
create a profile when it launches, 
and you can configure which values 
are shown and how they are plotted 
via the Options menu. It’s possible 
to create CSV or plain text logs of 
the data that is collected, and 
Systemometer will even work 
across a network, so you can 
monitor computers that are 
remotely connected. Via Options/ 
Preferences you are able to adjust 
how often the graph is updated, 



Find out how your computer is coping with the load 
thanks to the charting functions in Systemometer 
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how far the grid stretches and more 
- the resulting chart can be resized 
and repositioned like any other 
window, and there is an option to 
have the Systemometer screen kept 
on top of other applications. 

Further colour and display settings 
can be found on the Options menu. 

Location Tuning & performance 
Systemometer.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contactwww.iftix.com/systemometer 


WinOverBoost 

Everyone’s system could use a 
boost in one department or 
another, and WinOverBoost has 
been programmed to do just that. In 
particular, the application looks 
specifically at the management of 
the RAM, paging file and cache, 
areas that Windows is traditionally 
weak in. With just a few clicks of the 
mouse you should be able to get a 
significant performance increase 
without touching any other settings 


or hardware along the way. 

By default the program will open 
on the RAM Optimiser screen, 
which monitors memory usage as 
well as managing it. Click the 
Defrag button at the bottom to tell 
WinOverBoost to clear out any lost 
fragments and other junk from the 
memory. Th*e other optimisation 
tools listed down the left of the 
screen work in the same way - you 
can accelerate your Internet 
connection speed, optimise Local 
Area Network settings, change the 
memory cache level and a whole lot 
more. The System Boost option will 
make some carefully selected 
changes to the Windows registry 
file, changes that can be undone if 
you find that they make your 
system unstable or don't provide 
the improvement that you were 
looking for. Click Apply to carry out 
the system boost changes. 

Location Tuning & performance) 

W0B2setup.en.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact www.pcalmeglio.com 


SpeedXP 



the maximum possible 
performance out of Windows XP 
with the help of the SpeedXP tool 


I Windows XP is Microsoft's most 
I impressive operating system yet, 

! but that doesn't mean that it's 
i perfect. As its products are used 
| on so many systems, Microsoft 
I tries to build applications that 
will adeguately suit the majority 
of PCs well - this means that 
| there are ways that you can 
I tailor it to specifically fit your 
I own set up. SpeedXP collects 
j together a selection of the most 
common and effective tweaks 
that can be applied to help 
I increase the pace of your 
j computer's operation, 
i The tweaks are split up into two 


categories, dealing with general 
system tweaks and networking I 

tweaks respectively. The function I 
of some of them isn't immediately 
obvious, so you can get a full 
description by hovering over one : 
of the entries with the mouse. 
SpeedXP will explain what the I 

tweak does, and which systems 
it's most suitable for. With your 
chosen options selected, click the : 
Apply button to put them into 
practice. If you start to experience j 
some system instability (and 
there's no reason why you 
should), then try switching some | 
of the tweaks off. Select the Tips 
option for some more guidelines | 
on how you can get the most out 
of the Windows XP operating 
system. 

Location Tuning & performance) 
SpeedXP.zip 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact http://www25.brinkster.com/ 
chirisoft 
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■ Fix Windows problems fast! 

Get your PC running smoothly 
with the best Windows repair 
and recovery tools. 

■ Save money! Save the Earth! 
We show you how to reduce 
your PC's power use and cut 
your electricity bills. 

■ Family history tools 
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Office and 
productivity 


M any people justify buying a 
PC on the grounds that it 
can be used to do useful 
j stuff like producing correspondence 
| or managing the household accounts. 
It often doesn't work out like that in 
practice, since you find yourself doing 
more interesting things - like surfing 
the Internet or playing games - 
instead. However, if you have good 
intentions and want your computer 


to help around the house, then this is 
the section for you. 

Star of this collection is 
OpenOffice.org, you may already be 
familiar with this free office suite, 
but in this issue we've included the 
latest and much improved version 
2.0. This really is a rival for the big 
commercial suites like Microsoft 
Office and using it can save you 
hundreds of pounds compared to 


buying an equivalent package. If 
you don't need a full suite of 
programs, there's also AbiWord, an 
easy-to-use word processor, and 
SmartDB a powerful database tool. 

As well as the big-hitters, there 
are some small but incredibly useful 
programs here that allow you to 
carry out everyday tasks like 
making notes, copying paper 
documents, creating charts and 


converting measurements. In 
addition we'll help you manage your 
money, keep track of your contacts 
and produce a job-winning CV. 

If you want to use your PC for 
serious work then there's almost 
bound to be something here that 
you'll find useful and of course, in 
common with the rest of this issue, 
you won’t have to pay a penny for 
any of it. 


AbiWord 

If you’re serious about 
wordprocessing you’ll probably 
have a package like WordPerfect or 
Microsoft Word. These are excellent 
programs and have lots of 
functions. For the average user, 
however, programs like these can be 
overkill as most people will never 
use all of the options available. 

AbiWord is a more lightweight 


solution, it offers all of the features 
you need on a regular basis such as 
formatting text with bold, 
underscores and italics. It also lets 
you insert images and tables into 
documents. But it's much more 
compact than the commercial 
offerings without many of the less- 
used features. It's very user-friendly 
too, so you should have no 
problems getting to grips with it. 

For routine typing tasks, the 



program is ideal and because it's 
open source you can suggest 
features that you'd like to see in 
future versions or report bugs via 
the official website. You can view a 
complete user manual on the 
website too. For day-to-day 
wordprocessing tasks it's hard 

Location \office & productivity\abiword- 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.abisource.com 


Abby 

Ever wondered how many inches 
there are in a mile? Or what a 
Celcisus temperature represents in 
old-fashioned Fahrenheit? If you 
have then you need Abby. It's a 
quick and simple conversion tool. 



Quick and simple conversions are 
just a click away with Abby 


You just type in a number, select a 
unit and it will show you a range of 
useful conversions. It's small, quick 
and efficient. Abby is one of those 
bits of software that you never 
knew you needed, but once it's 
installed you'll find yourself 
referring to it all the time. 


Location \office & 
productivity\abbysetup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.sheepfriends.co 


Abby 
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PhoneDeck 



AceMoney Lite 

Repetitive tasks like keeping track 
of your household budget are the 
sort of thing that's ideal for 
carrying out on PCs. You can use a 
spreadsheet program to track your 
incomings and outgoings, but then 
you have the bother of entering all 
the formulas to set the thing up. 
With AceMoney all the hard work is 
done for you so that all you need to 
do is enter details of your accounts 
and expenditure. 

The program supports various 
types of bank accounts as well as 
credit cards and loans, though in 
the freeware Lite version you can 
only use a single account. You can 
set up budget limits for various 
spending categories so that you can 


see when you're likely to go over 
them. It will also show you when 
bills are due so that you can avoid 
penalties for late payment. 

Reporting features let you look at 
transactions and cashflow and you 
can divde your expenditure up into 
categories so that you can see 
exactly where the money is going. 
There are interest calculators for 
loans and savings, and a handy 
foreign exchange rate tool. You 
won’t have any excuse for 
disorganised finances again. 

Location \office £ productivity\ 
AceMoneyLiteSetup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 

Restrictions Limited to one account 
Contact www.mechcad.net 


Find out where your time goes with Activity Registration 


Most of us have an address book 
of some sort in order to keep 
track of our contacts. PhoneDeck 
provides you with a way of 
keeping that information stored 
on your PC, and if you have a 
modem it lets you dial someone's 
number directly from within the 
program. It links to your email 
client too allowing you to send 
messages to the address on the 
database. 

Data within the program is 
indexed via a series of 
alphabetical tabs, and there's a 
search facility too, should you 


have lots of contacts. You can 
store additional information 
alongside the name and address, 
such as details of birthdays and 
any notes you might want to 
make. Entries can be locked to 
prevent them from being 
accidentally deleted. 

Location \office & productivityX 
dcksetup.exe 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.tranqlos.com/ 
free/i ndex.html 



Activity Registration 

If you run a small business, or you 
carry out freelance work of any 
kind, it's important to know how 
much time you spend on particular 
activities. Big businesses use 
sophisticated time management 
tools for this kind of thing, but for 
the rest of us there's Activity 
Registration. 

This is a small no-install 
program that lets you keep track 
of how much time you spend 
doing different things. Once 
you've started the program, click 
on the Activities tab and enter the 
title of each category. Then you 
can go to the Register time tab 
and use the program like a 
stopwatch. Click an activity to 


start the clock running and click it 
again to stop. Alternatively you 
can click the Edit time spend 
button and enter the totals 
manually. 

At the top of the screen you'll 
see a record of the total time spent 
on listed activities during the day. 
You can produce reports showing 
how much time you've spent on 
your activities over whatever 
number of days you choose. You 
can also tailor the interval at which 
the log updates, the default being 
ten seconds. 

Location \office & productivity\ActReg.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.qhostware.nl 
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Organise your appointments and tasks with Kalender 


Kalender 

If you want to keep track of 
appointments and things to do, 
then Kalender is the tool for you. It 
provides you with a diary facility in 
which you can enter events for 
each day. You can view the 
calendar in a variety of ways, the 
default view is by month but you 
can opt to have a weekly or year- 
planner view if you prefer. 

You can set alarms to remind you 
of different events, and you can set 
up a to do list. Items on the list can 
have documents associated with 
them, so for example if a report 
needs to be emailed on a particular 
day you can associate the file with 
the reminder. The program also 
allows you to export your database 
either as a CSV (Comma Separated 
Value) or HTML file for use in other 
programs. 

Location \office & 


System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.8unq.at/ukrebs/ 



Make notes and sketches on 
your desktop and set reminders 
with Ouicknote 


another document. 

The program runs in sleep mode, 
visible only as a small line at the 
top of the screen, touch this with 
the cursor and the Quicknote 
window will open up. You can then 
type in or paste text, even make 
sketches on the screen. It can also 
be used to set reminders to alert 
you to events. 

Location \office & productivity\quickn.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.quicknote.de/quicknen.html 


Quicknote 

How often do you find yourself 
working on your PC and needing to 
make a note of something? You 
could write it down of course, but 
there's never a pen handy when you 
need one, so why not make a note 
on the PC itself? Ouicknote is a sort 
of virtual notebook that lets you jot 
down and save thoughts, Internet 
addresses, or text pasted from 


Photocopier 

Most offices have a photocopier, but 
they tend to be big and bulky which 
means they're not really practical 
around the home. Using this 
program, if you have a printer and a 
scanner you can emulate the 
functions of a copier on your PC. 

The interface is clean and 
simple with controls for number of 
copies, brightness and scale - 
much like a real-life copier in fact. 
It will work with any TWAIN 
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Note-lt 


feeds so that they're updated with 
information. 

It's possible to change the ;; 
colour of individual notes as well 
as changing the font and other 
details. You canTiave notes always 
appear on top of other desktop 
items, and you can vary their 
transparency so that they don't * 
get in the way. You can cut and 
paste to and from your notes and 
they can be saved in a file - either 
individually or as a group - so that 
the information isn't lost when 
you shut down the machine. I N 

Location \office & productivity) 
noteit.zip 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.veiqn.com 




Photocopier has a clean, simple interface that 
makes it easy to make copies of documents 


It's hard to imagine what life was 
like before Post-It notes came 
along. Note-lt is a virtual version 
of those useful stickers for your 
PC, allowing you to attach 
reminders to your desktop. 

There's rather more to it than that 
though, you can create notes with 
alarms and even link them to RSS 



Add Note-lt to your system and 
post reminders straight onto 
your desktop 


compliant scanner, allowing you to 
quickly take copies of documents 
without having to scan an image 
to a file and then save it to your 
hard disk before printing. 

Location \office & productivity\cp.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Restrictions None 
Contact www.nico2000.com 


SmartDB 

If you have any kind of collection or 
need to keep lists of information, 
then the best way to do it is via a 
database. Using SmartDB you can 
build a database for just about any 
purpose, setting up your own fields 
and filters. Each record can have up 


to 22 fields and you can add .BMP 
or .JPG files to the records as well. 

The program can import data 
from Excel files or comma 
separated ASCII files. SmartDB’s 
interface is a little unusual, but 
you'll soon get the hang of it with a 
bit of practice. Some sample 
databases are provided so that you 
can see how it works, and under 
Windows XP it's fully skinnable. As 
an alternative to heavyweight 
commercial database programs it's 
well worth a look. 

Location \office & productivity\ 
SmartDB.zip 

System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact http://alainlecomte.free.fr/ 
Download.htm 








































Impress lets you create 
PowerPoint-style presentations 


OpenOffice.org 

If you've read the feature 
at the start of this issue, 
you'll know by now that 
OpenOffice.org is a highly 
respected application and more 
than up to challenging the 
heavyweight commercial office 
suites like Microsoft Office. 

The version we've included on 
the coverdisc of this issue is the 
very latest OpenOffice 2.0 which 
offers a number of enhancements 
over earlier versions but still retains 
all the powerful features we know 


and love. It now supports the OASIS 
open document format for 
compatibility with a wide range of 
other systems including Linux 
machines. The latest version also 


now a multi-pane view allowing 
you to look at documents side by 
side. The word count feature has 
been improved so that you can 
now easily check a highlighted 
block of text rather the whole file. 
Support for creating PDF files has 
been improved so that the 
program now handles thumbnails 
and hyperlinks correctly and allows 


has built-in filters to allow it to open 
WordPerfect 
documents, something 
which previously 
required a plug-in. 

In addition there's 


H5EHE 


you to define compression levels 
for embedded images. 

Database tools are greatly 
enhanced too. You can now open a 
new database from the File, New 
menu and there's a wizard to make it 
easy for novices to set up a database 
without any prior knowledge of 
tables or file structures. 

The Calc program is enhanced to 
double the number of rows 
available in each sheet, making it 
possible to handle much larger files. 
It now has the same limit as 
Microsoft Excel. The Impress 
package now has a greater range of 
graphical transitions to improve the 
quality of your slideshows, and 
extended effects support that 
improves its PowerPoint 
compatibility. 



Other improvements include 
better mail merge features and 
floating toolbars with greater 
customisation options. Even if 
you're already using the previous 
version of OpenOffice, it's well 
worth upgrading to 2.0 as you're 
bound to find at least some of the 
new features valuable. 

Location \office & productivity^ 
00o_2.0.0 Win32lntel_install.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.openoffice.org 








































































































SwizzTool 

SwizzTool is a handy little program 
that lives in the system tray and 
gives you access to several 
functions including a memo pad, 
task list, alarm function and quick 
Internet searches. The alarm can 
also execute programs, run system 
commands, reboot or log out, turn 
off the machine, and open or print 
documents. The built-in memo 
function has easy access to opening 
URLs and searching various 
Internet sites. The clipboard 
manager is useful since it lets you 
save three sets of clipboard text. 
These clipboard items can also be 
opened in a browser, or added to 
the Memo function. 

Location \office & 

productivity\SwizzToollnstaller.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.specop.se 


TeeChart-Office 

If you need to draw charts and 
graphs, then this is the program 
for you, it has an almost 
bewildering variety of styles 
available for some really 
impressive results. Don't think it's 
complicated to use though, you 
can set up a chart just by selecting 
the style you want and entering 
the source data into a table. 

Naturally you can add legends 
and titles, you can print your charts 
out and you can save them as 


Create impressive-looking 
charts quickly and easily 
with TeeChart-Office 

bitmaps to include in presentations 
or other documents, or even email 
them. There's a wizard to make it 
easy to create new charts from 
your own data. Once the data for a 
chart is defined, changing the style 
is as easy as clicking on a button. 
The program comes with a folder of 
sample charts so that you can see 
how it works and get some idea of 
what's possible. 

Location \office & 
productivity\TeeChartOffice.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.steema.com 


The Sage 

Although most word processors and 
many other programs have a spell 
check feature, that only gives you 
half the story about a word. A 
conventional dictionary will tell you 
not only how to spell it, but what it 
means as well, allowing you to 
understand if it's correct in context. 

The Sage gives you a dictionary 
and thesaurus on your PC. The 


; Applying for a job is something 
j most of have to do at some time 
| or another. In order to create a 
good impression, you need a 
! professional-looking CV and 
| although you can type one in any 
word processing program, you do 
run the risk of missing out some 
vital piece of information. Plus 
you have to spend time making 
sure you get the formatting 
: correct so that it looks good. 

I CVitae can help you avoid 
: mistakes and ensure that you put 
in everything that's required. It's a 


specialised CV creator that has j 
sections for each of the items you j 
need to include. You simply fill in 
each of the fields and the 
program will build a CV for you. j 
There are several templates to 
choose from so that you can 
select a style that suits you. Cover 
letters can be drafted using this 
software too. Once you’ve entered 
everything, it even lets you 
capture job adverts from the Web 
and email job applications direct 
from the program so there's no j 
excuse for not getting your 
application in on time. Don't 
expect too much help from the i 
program's website though, it's 
only in French. 

Location \office & productivity\ 
SetupCVitaeV13E1.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact wi 


program can be used in two ways, 
you can run it, type in a word and 
click Lookup to locate a particular 
word. Alternatively if you're in 
another program you can copy a 
word to the clipboard, then open 
The Sage and the word will be 
looked up automatically. 

If you're a crossword fan you can 
use the program to look up 
anagrams, and there's a wildcard 
feature to let you search on partial 
words. A history of recnt searches 


is maintained so that you can go 
back to a search just by clicking its 
button above the main window. You 
can configure the colours and fonts 
used to suit how you want the 
program to work. 

Location \office & productivity\ 
TheSage_SetupJ-0-6.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact wi 


*3 TheSage's English Dictionary and Thesaurus 

IB® 

Sequence Publishing j 

I ao?4;4*i 
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Miscellaneous 



T he world of free software is 
such a diverse one that 
there are bound to be 
programs which simply don't fit 
into neat categories. That's no 
reason to neglect them, however, 
since many of them are incredibly 
useful. Without commercial 
pressure, freeware developers can 
produce things that wouldn't 
make sense elsewhere. In this 
section of the magazine you'll 
find all of the things that just 
didn't seem to fit in any of the 
other sections. 

There's a sophisticated program 
for burning CDs and DVDs, and 
another that lets you print labels 
for them. We've included a couple 


of archive tools for compressing 
and uncompressing files and a 
backup program to keep your data 
safe. If you're a keen reader there's 
a database to help you keep track 
of your library, and an e-book 
reader that allows you to view 
books on-screen and even comes 
with a selection of classics to get 
you started. 

If you find it hard remembering 
birthdays there’s a tool here to 
help, and if you're keen on Internet 
auctions there's a program to help 
you find and win items on eBay. To 
bring you bang up to date, we've 
included Ziepod a program that will 
let you tune in to the latest trend 
for podcasts. Those of you with a 


broadband connection who haven't 
tried the impressive Google Earth 
software are missing out, so we’ve 
included that too. 


You’re almost certain to find 
something here that you'll find 
enjoyable or useful, so give some of 
the programs in this section a go. 


DeepBurner 

Although if you have a later version 
of Windows like XP the ability to 
burn CDs is built in, sometimes you 
need a program that offers a bit 
more sophistication. For example 
the standard Windows tools won’t 
let you burn ISO files containing 
disc images, DeepBurner is one of 
the best free programs available 
for creating CDs and DVDs, so 
naturally we had to include it in 
this issue. 


The program supports a wide 
range of internal and external 
drives, and it’s very easy to use. 
There's even an option to create 
and print labels and inlay booklets 
for your discs. You can burn data 
CDs and DVDs, and create your own 
audio discs by building the track list 
within the program. You can also 
create multi-session discs so that 
you can return to write additional 
data to them later. 

An autorun feature lets you put a 
menu on your disc so that it will run 
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DeepBurner offers a full range of options including burning ISO images 



7-Zip lets you choose the 
compression type and level to use 


automatically allowing you - or 
whoever you've sent a copy to - to 
access the content. There are 
various design templates available 
and you can add additional links 
such as to a website or to launch a 
mail composition window. 

Putting files on a list to be 
burned is a simple matter of 
dragging and dropping them. Deep 
Burner has a useful thermometer- 
style display along the bottom of its 
main window that allows you to see 
at a glance how much space you 
have left available on the disc as 

Location \misc\DeepBurner1.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.deepburner.com 


7-Zip 

File compression is a common 
way of saving space on storage 
media, and of making things 
smaller so that they can be easily 
sent by email. There are many 
ways of doing this, and you'll no 
doubt be familiar with the .zip 
format which is probably the most 
frequently used. 

Using 7-Zip you can compress 
and uncompress files in several 
formats. These include the standard 
.zip, .tar and also the program’s own 
more efficient compression format. 
Once installed, 7-Zip adds itself to 
the Windows context menus so that 
you can archive files simply by 
right-clicking on a file or folder in 
Explorer. 

The program lets you look into 
zipped files to see what they 
contain, before deciding whether to 
unpack them. When it comes to 
creating zips you have full control 
over the method used and the level 
of compression to be applied. 

Location \misc\7z313.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.7-zip.org 
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Keep track of your personal library 
with Bookspro 


facility that lets you keep track of 
loaned titles so that you always 
know where they are. It’s a simple 
program, but if you're prepared to 
invest the time entering details of 
your collection it's very effective at 
what it does. 

Location \misc\bookspro_en.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.corelzo.com 


Corelzo Bookspro 

If you’re a keen reader, you 
probably have a cherished 
collection of books filling your 
shelves. In that case you need 
Bookspro to help you get them 
organised. Essentially it's a 
database program that lets you 
enter the details of each volume in 
your library. At its most basic this is 
the author and title, but you can 
add extra information like the year 
of publication, the name of the 
publisher and extra comments - for 
example where it's stored. 

Once you've got a few books 
entered, you can search the list to 
see if you have a particular title in 
your collection. Bookspro also has a 


Birthday 

Remembering birthdays can be a bit 
of a chore, but not if you use this 
handy little program. Just enter the 
names and dates of birth of all your 
friends and family, then each time 
you start your PC the program will 
check the list and alert you to that 
day's birthdays. You can set 
reminders for a number of days in 
advance so that you have time to 

If you enter an email address, the 
program links to your mail client so 
you can send a message to the 
person. It also works out basic 
horoscope information, the star 
sign and Chinese birth year based 
on the date you entered. If you 


Feng Shui All-in-one Tool 



Feeling a bit under the weather 
when sitting at your computer? It 
could be that you're suffering 
from negative chi. Feng Shui is 
the ancient Chinese science of 
arranging your space to create 
harmony and this little program 
will help you do just that. 

Run the program, enter your 
birth year and whether you’re 


male or female and it will offer 
some tips. In addition it will tell 
you your Chinese birth year, lucky 
colour and various other stuff - 
good fun, even if you don't 
entirely believe in it. The help file 
explains the significance of the 
Kua number and other things that 
the program reveals. 

Note that if you're running a 
later version of Windows, such as 
XP, the setup.exe installation 
program contained in the .zip file 
won't work properly. However, if 
you unpack the .cab file to your 
hard drive and double-click the 
fengs2.exe file you can still get 
the program to run. 

Location \misc\fengal.zip 
System 98/Me/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.damselsoft. 
freeservers.com 



have a big list, there's a search 
facility allowing you to find people 
by name or by birth date. Give it a 
try, you may end up wondering how 
you ever managed without it. 

Location \misc\brt340.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact http://jebirthday.cjb.net 



Snazzy Backup lets you adjust 
the level of compression on 


Phoxel Tourist Aid 

If you're venturing abroad to a 
country where you don't know the 
language, then a just few words and 
phrases can make a big difference 
to your ability to communicate. 
Phoxel Tourist Aid offers a selection 
of simple phrases, like "good 
evening” and "thank you" in a vast 
range of languages from Abenaki to 
Zarma. Just in case you're not sure 
where Zarma is spoken, it tells you 
which countries use which language 

It's simple to use, and though it 
won't teach you the whole 
language, it should give you just 
enough to enable you to get by. 

Location \misc\PhoxelTouristAid.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.geocities.com/phoxel 


Snazzy Backup 

Backing up your system is 
important, but it can also be a bit of 
a chore, which is why anything that 
can make the task easier is a 


welcome addition to your system. 
Snazzy Backup is a nice simple 
program that lets you select the 
folders you want to save just by 
adding them to a list. 

They’re then backed up to a .zip 
file and you can adjust the 
compression level to determine how 
much space it takes up. You can add 
conditions so that the program only 
backs up files that meet certain 
criteria - those that have been 
modified after a certain date for 
example. There's the option to 
create a log file too so that you can 
see exactly what's been saved. 

Location \misc\snazzy_setup_08.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.timkoop.com 
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CDCoverCreator 



FirstCap warns you when you accidentally apply the Caps Lock 


FirstCap 

How often have you accidentally hit 
the Caps Lock key whilst typing and 
ended up with a block of capitalised 
text that you then have to retype? 
It's a common problem, and that’s 
where FirstCap comes in, the 
program can warn you with a sound 
when you hit the Caps Lock key. It 
will also temporarily disable the 
function to prevent you from typing 
too much in upper case. 

You can set it up to work for the 
Num Lock and Insert keys too, and 


you can have it disable the selected 
keys completely if you wish. Once 
you've set it up, FirstCap sits quietly 
in the system tray and only springs 
into action when it's needed. You can 
choose the sound it plays, either a 
simple beep or combination of beeps, 
or you can get it to play a .wav file. 

Location \misc\fc32.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.falsinsoft.cjb.net 


FontViewer 

Keeping track of all the fonts on your 
system can be a tricky task, as can 
finding just the right one to use for a 
particular document. Fonts tend to 
get installed along with software and 
are often left behind even if you 
uninstall the program, so you may 
have a lot more than you think. 



CDCoverCreator lets you print 


covers for all types of CD 

When you've burned your own CD, 
whether it's for data, video or 
music, the thing you need to 
provide the finishing touch is a 
nicely printed cover. As its name 
suggests, that's exactly what 
CDCoverCreator does. 

You can build a list of items on 
the disc manually, or if it’s an 
audio CD the program can scan 
the tracks and build a listing for 


FontViewer is a useful program 
that will tell you exactly what fonts 
you have and let you preview them 
so that you can see what they look 
like. It's a non-install program, you 
just unzip the package and run the 



Find just the right font to use in 
that special document with 
FontViewer 


you. Playlists, in a variety of 
popular formats, can be imported 
too so that when you create audio 
CDs from a media player you can 
also create a track list for the 
label. It lets you add artwork too, 
either your own or you can search 
the Web for artwork directly from 
within the program. The program 
can cope with covers for jewel 
cases, slim cases or paper sleeves, 
and there are a selection of 
predefined templates to get you 
started. You can use these as they 
are or adjust them to suit your 
taste. 

Location \misc\CdCoverCreator.zip 
System XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.thyante.com 


FontViewer.exe file. It then opens 
two windows, a full-screen one in 
the background that shows samples 
of all the installed fonts sorted by 
category. On top of this is a smaller 
window that has a list of all the 
installed fonts, click on one of these 
and the preview pane shows a 
larger sample. If you have archived 
fonts, it can show you the ones that 
aren't installed too and allow you to 
install them temporariliy. 

Location \mlsc\FontViewer.zip 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.ampsoft.net 
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Machine Age Reader 



Google Earth 

Every so often an application comes 
along that has a bit of a wow factor, 
everybody who sees it wants have a 
go to find out what it can do. 

Google Earth is one of these, if you 
have a fast Internet connection and 
you haven't tried this software out, 
then you really are missing out on 
an experience. What the program 
does is allow you to view satellite or 
aerial photography imagery of 
anywhere on the planet. How good 
the resolution is depends on the 
location, but it's constantly 
improving with new areas being 
added all the time. 

You can use the Fly To option to 
enter the name of a town or even a 
postcode, and the program will fly 
to that spot. You can then use the 
mouse wheel to zoom in and out, 
depending on how good the images 
are for the area you're looking at. 

It's great fun, but there’s a 
practical purpose too, you can 
overlay road names to help you 
with navigation. There are also 



... Then lets you zoom in to an 
individual postcode 

community layers available for an 
increasing number of areas showing 
things like restaurants, hotels and 
banks. 

You can do a tour of famous sites 
if you want, looking at places like 
the Grand Canyon and the Eiffel 
Tower. It's a bit like having your own 
personal globe inside your PC, 
allowing you to look at any area you 
like. You will need a broadband 
connection and a 3D graphics card 
to make the most of its features, 
and many areas are still at fairly 
low resolution, but even so it's an 
impressive program. 

Location \misc\GoogleEarth.exe 

System XP/2000 

Notes Freeware 

Restrictions None 

Contact http://earth.google.com 


IZArc 

Billing itself as the ultimate archive 
utility, IZArc certainly supports a 
huge range of formats. These include 
the common ones such as .zip and 
.tar, as well as those created by other 
GoogleEarth archive programs such as 7-Zip. 



Viewing books on your PC is 
elementary with Machine Age 

Predictions of the demise of the 
printed book in favour of 
electronic versions that you can 
read on a computer screen have 
been doing the rounds for years. 
So far they've not been proved 
right, although so called e-books 
have managed to gain a little 
ground. Machine Age Reader is an 
e-book reader program, it's 
capable of reading most of the 
popular e-book formats, and it 
comes with a small library of 
copyright-free classics to get you 


Although it's powerful, IZArc is 
easy to use, allowing you to add 
items to an archive simply by 
dragging and dropping. It can 
create self-extracting zips and 
allows you to email archives to 
other people. Like 7-Zip, it 
integrates itself into Windows 
Explorer's context menus so that 
you can add a file to an archive just 
by right-clicking on it. 

Since lots of software is supplied 
in various zipped formats, you 


The program lets you choose 
from a variety of styles so that 
you can find one that's 
comfortable to read, and just like 
a real book you can mark your 
place to pick up again later. Unlike 
a real book, there's an automatic 
page turner that you can adjust to 
your reading speed so you don't 
have to keep clicking the mouse. 
It's also easy to jump between 
sections and copy portions of the 
book by cut and paste. 

There's still no substitute for a 
real print and paper book, but if 
you want to read on your 
computer screen this is one of the 
best ways to do it. 

Location \misc\MachineAge 
ReaderSetup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 

Contact www.blackobelisksoftware.com 


really need some sort of archive 
tool to handle it. Of course 
archiving is useful for compressing 
old files to save space too. IZArc is 
one of the most powerful tools of 
its type available, so it's worth 
giving it a try. 

Location \misc\IZArc35.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.izarc.org 
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Prospector Lite 

If you’re a fan of the online auction 
site eBay, you'll know that it's 
possible to spend a lot of time 
hunting around for items you're 
interested in. Using Prospector you 
can save favourite searches and set 
various criteria such as prices and 
seller details. This makes it more 
flexible than searching within the 
eBay site itself and you can replay 
saved searches with a single click. 

Once you've found some items 
you're interested in, you can choose 
to watch them or you can make a 
bid within the software. More 
importantly, Prospector 
incorporates a link to a sniping 
service, increasing your chances of 
winning by enabling you to bid on 
auctions at the last minute. 

The Lite version provided on the 
CD won't expire though it is 
restricted to 30 searches per day 


and 15 snipes per month. This should 
be enough for most people, however 
if you need more you can register for 
the paid upgrade version. 

Location \misc\ProspectorSetup.exe 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/Z000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.moxieproxy.com 


Responding Heads 

Responding Heads is a program 
that lets you voice control your PC. 
As its name suggests, it places an 
animated head on your desktop 
that responds to you speaking. You 
can choose different on-screen 
characters, and you can edit the 
program’s ‘brain 1 to get it to 
understand different commands. 

Like most voice recognition 
software it takes a little practice to 


Join the podcast 
revolution with Ziepod 

Unless you've been living under a 
rock for the past few months, 
you've probably come across the 
term podcast. Essentially a 
podcast is a radio broadcast that 
you can download to listen to on 
your PC or transfer to a portable 


get to grips with, but it repays the 
effort. If you're having problems 
getting the program to understand 



You can program Responding Heads 
to understand various commands 


MP3 player. 

Ziepod is a program that helps 
you find interesting podcasts on 
the Web and subscribe to them. 
The program will then monitor for 
any changes and ensure that you 
stay up to date with the latest 
versions. You can listen to 
podcasts from within the program 
by streaming them, or you can 
download them for transfer to 
another device. The program can 
be run in Deskbar mode so that 
you can tuck it away in a corner of 
the screen whilst you work. 

The basic version of Ziepod is 
free, but you can get a paid 
upgrade to Ziepod+ which offers 
more features including the ability 
to subscribe to video feeds. 

Location \misc\ZiepodSetup.exe 
System XP/2000 
Notes Freeware 
Restrictions None 
Contact www.ziepod.com 


you, go to the Windows Control 
Panel and click on the Speech 
applet to adjust the settings. Once 
it's running, uou can use 
Responding Heads to launch 
programs, carry out commands or 
even type a seguence of pre¬ 
defined keystrokes. 

Location \misc\RespondingHeads.msi 
System 98/Me/XP/NT/2000 

Restrictions None 
Contact www.adsa.tk 
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WEBSITES 


Websites 


Freeware Guide www.freeware-guide.com 


Kids Freeware www.Kidsfreeware.com 


If you're keen to keep up to date 
with the latest freeware releases, 
you can get all the information 
you need at Freeware Guide. The 
site is updated daily with the 
latest new releases in the World of 
free Windows software. As is de 
rigeur these days, this daily 
bulletin is also released as an RSS 
news feed, so you can get the 
latest freeware news delivered 
direct to your desktop. 

It's not just the latest releases 
you can read about at Freeware 
Guide - there's a substantial 
database of archived programs, 
split into dozens of helpful 
categories. You can download any 
of the programs mentioned 
directly from the Freeware Guide 
site, as well access screenshots of 
the many tools on offer. There is a 
search function you can use if 
you're looking for a tool for a 



Freeware Guide is a good source of 
information on the latest free 
software releases 


specific task, but this is very poor 
compared to those on the major 
download sites. 


Pricelessware www.priceslessware.org 


There are plenty of websites you 
can visit to find the latest freeware 
tools, but few sites sift through the 
many thousands of programs 
released each year to pick out the 
very best. Pricelessware, on the 
other hand, has been dedicated to 
picking out the finest freeware tools 
available for the last six years. 

The website, originally called The 



Pricelessware details the best 
freeware tools available, as voted by 
everyday users 


Big List, was set up to highlight the 
best freeware programs available, 
as voted for by the members of the 
alt.comp.freeware newsgroup. Over 
the years the list has expanded 
greatly - whilst it originally brought 
together the year's best 100 
freeware tools, it now covers over 
250 programs each year, in 12 
categories. Whether you're looking 
for the best free file utilities 
available, or the most reliable free 
security tools, Pricelessware can 
point you in the right direction. 

You can currently read the 
winners for the last six years at 
the website, and though it's not 
possible to download the 
programs from the site itself, 
there's a link to the author's 
website for each tool. The winners 
for 2005 have yet to be 
announced (at the time of press) 
but should be posted very soon. 


Whilst most freeware download 
sites are aimed at adult PC users, 
there are exceptions. Kids Freeware, 
for example, is dedicated to free 
programs, online applications and 
websites that are aimed primarily at 
pre-teens. The site divides its 
content into a number of 
categories, ranging from the useful 
programs in the Computer Toolbox 
section, to the simple learning 
programs under the Just For 
Toddlers heading. 

Despite the site's bright colours 
and cartoon headings, much of the 
content is aimed at parents, rather 
than just kids. Under the Parents 
Only category you'll find an 
excellent selection of Internet 
filters, online safety tips and useful 
links. There's also a small selection 


of teaching tools that parents can 
work through with their children to 
help boost their maths, English and 
music learning, whilst teaching 
them how to use a computer. 



If you're looking for tools to distract 
your children, Kids Freeware is just 
the ticket 


GameHippo.com www.gamehippo.com 


In this issue of PC Tools we’ve 
looked at the best freeware 
programs currently available, and 
provided you with all the software 
you need to improve your 
productivity and get more from 
Windows. If you're keen to relax 
after trying out our great 
selection of tools, why not take a 
look at some of the freeware 
games showcased at 
GameHippo.com? 

Whenever a great new freeware 
game is released, you can bet that 
it will feature at GameHippo.com, 
as the site has become the 
number one stop for penny- 
pinching gamers. The website 
features hundreds of games, 
ranging from simple card and 
puzzle games to complete RPG 
adventures and retro remakes. 
Every game listed on the site is 
rated by the GameHippo.com staff, 
and users are encouraged to add 
their own ratings, making it easy 



GameHippo.com is the number one 
resource for freeware Windows 


for other users to pick out the 
cream of the crop. 
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WEBSITES 


FreewarePalm www.freewarepalm.com 


There are hundreds of software 
download sites on the Internet 
catering to Windows users, which 
means it's relatively easy to find 
free software for your desktop PC. 

If you have a PDA though, you may 
find it much harder to track down 
free software, as few of the major 
download sites cater for mobile 
devices. 

FreewarePalm is an excellent site 
for mobile computing fans, as it 
brings together thousands of 
freeware programs for PalmOS- 
powered devices. Like any good 
download site, programs are divided 
into categories. Don’t expect the 
same sections as you get in a 
Windows software download site 
though - what you get here are 
categories such as Medical, Quick, 
Travel and Financial, alongside 
more general options like Utilities 
and Business. 

If your PDA uses the Pocket PC 
or Windows Mobile OS, you should 
instead begin your search at 
FreewarePalm's sister site, 



Visit FreewarePalm or FreewarePPC 
for free tools for your PDA 

FreewarePPC (www.freewareppc. 
com). This features the same clear 
site design and category headings, 
and includes tools for Windows 
Mobile Phone Edition. 


TheOpenCD.org http://opencd.org 


If you're keen to find out more 
about the benefits of Open Source 
software and the Windows 
programs released with Open 
licences, then TheOpenCD project 
is another worthwhile visit. As 
well as being an excellent 
resource of information on Open 
Source Windows projects, the site 
compiles its own CD of the best 
software, which can be 
downloaded for free. 

TheOpenCD itself brings 
together 17 top-notch Open 
Source applications, including the 
likes of Firefox, Audacity, AbiWord, 
OpenOffice.org and Thunderbird. 
The disc includes much more than 
just the basic software though - 
it's also packed with a juicy range 
of extras, including tutorials, 
optional add-ons and links to 
useful online resources. 

If you're keen to get your hands 
on TheOpenCD, you'd better have 
broadband, as the .iso file is a 
hefty 674MB download. You'll also 
need a decent disc-authoring 



Windows tools on one CD 

program, capable of writing .iso 
files to disc. If you'd rather just 
download the programs the disc 
contains individually - without all 
the extras - there are links to the 
project homepages on 
TheOpenCD site. 


The OSSwin project http://osswin.sourceforge.net 



Freeware is a tempting alternative 
to commercial software, as decent 
free tools give the average user 
the same features as off-the-shelf 
products but without the price tag. 
There are those who argue that 
removing the cost restrictions on 
software is just the first step. Most 
software - whether free or 
commercial - is released under a 
restrictive software licence, which 
severely limits what you can do 
with the program. For instance, you 
can’t decompile most programs in 
order to add new features or 
change the way they work yourself. 

Open Source software takes the 
concept of freedom to the next 
level. As well as being (for the 


most part) free in terms of cost, 
the source code for Open Source 
software is also free to be 
tinkered with. Should you wish to 
create new features, a new 
interface or a specially tailored 
version of an Open Source 
program, you're free to do so - so 
long as the results of your 
tinkering are also released under 
an Open Source license, so that 
others can use them. 

The most famous Open Source 
project is the Linux operating 
system. If you're not comfortable 
with switching to an alternative 
OS in order to experience the 
benefits of Open Source software, 
don't worry - there are plenty of 
free Windows tools released under 
Open Source licences, and the 
best of them are catalogued at 
The OSSwin project. The site 
details hundreds of Windows 
programs under dozens of 
categories, and there are Open 
Source equivalents to most 
commercial programs, including 
well known Open Source projects 
like The GIMP, Audacity and 
OpenOffice.org. If freedom of use 
is as important to you as freedom 
from cost, The OSSwin project is 
well worth visiting. 


FreewareWeb www.freewareweb.com 

FreewareWeb is another good site 
to visit if you're hunting for a free 
program for a specific task. The 
website pulls together thousands of 
free tools from across the Internet, 
across a wide range of categories. 
It's also one of the only free 
software resources that has special 
sections for free screensavers and 
wallpapers, making this a good 
choice for those looking to 
customise their desktop. 

Although there's a good 
selection of software on offer, the 
FreewareWeb's design isn’t as 
friendly as most download sites. It's 
also bogged down by a lot of 
adverts, which is a shame, as 
there's a lot to be had here. 

FreewareWeb features 
wallpapers and screensavers, 
as well as freeware 
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1&1 DOMAINS 


REGISTER AND ( 

1&1 offers simple and efficient 
name registration at great pric 
- plus loads of FREE features. 

FREE with all 1&1 Domains: 

■ DNS management ■ Catch-all e-mail, autoresponders, 

■ Transfer existing domains unlimited e-mail forwarding 

at no additional cost ■ Domain parking for future use 


■ 50 free e-mail addresses ■ Masked website forwarding 

(aliases) 


\ £ 1- 99 

.com, .net, .org, .info, 

.name, .us, .biz 

£ 8- 89 



Check your name now at www.1and1.co.uk 
or call 08708 503305 


www.1and1.co.uk 


DISCOUNT 


Printer Cartridges 



www.box-shift.co.uk 




The only 
hardware guide 
you’ll ever need 

From upgrading your CPU to buying 
a digital camera, the PC Explorer 
Hardware Handbook is a 
comprehensive hardware bible 
you’ll turn to again and again! 



Every PC component covered in depth: 

• Buyer’s advice and product spotlights 

• Step-by-step guide to installation 

• The latest technology developments 

Plus: 

• The best shuttle and laptop PCs 

• Troubleshooting hardware devices 

• Overclocking and modding 

ON SALE NOW 

available from all good newsagents 
or visit magnesiummedia.com 




























Complete coverdisc listing 



2 Pic.25 

7-Zip.57 

a-squared HiJackFree.31 

Abby.52 

AbiWord.52 

AbsoluteControl.47 

Access Manager.31 

AceMoney Lite.53 

Activity Registration.53 

Ad-Aware.30 

AlphaXP Lite.19 

AntiVir Personal Edition.31 



AViSplit 

AViSplit.39 

Babya Logic Pro.36 

BenchMarX.47 

Birthday.58 

BitDefender Free.32 

BruteBenchmark. 4 .47 

cam2pc.28 

Camembert.39 

CDCoverCreator.59 

Cheez.28 

CITA RSS Aggregator.42 

CloneSpy.48 

Cookie Monster.31 

Corelzo BooksPro.58 

CPUMon.47 

CVitae.56 

Deep Burner.57 


Dexpot.19 

DVD Collector.38 

Dydelf.27 

EvilLyrics.39 

Fast Defrag.48 

Feng Shui All-in-one Tool.58 

FileZilla.41 

FirstCap.59 

Font Viewer.59 

G-Lock Temp Cleaner.48 

Google Desktop.20 

Google Earth.60 

HDD Health.48 

Hide In Picture.32 

HTML Builder XP.44 

IconTweaker.21 

ieSpell.41 

Image Eye.25 

imgSeek.28 



iProtect You 

iProtectYou.33 

IZArc.60 

K9.41 

Kalender.54 

LogonStudio.21 

Machine Age Reader.60 

Maxthon.42 

Media Purveyor.29 

MediaMonkey.36 

MetaProducts Download Express 41 

Miranda IM.42 

MoodBook.21 

Motherboard Monitor.49 

Mozilla Firefox.40 

Mozilla Thunderbird.44 

MP3 Cat.37 

MP3 DataBase Suite.37 

MP3 Librarian.39 

MP3 Tag Tools.37 

Mr Random.37 

MyUninstaller.21 

Note-lt.54 

NTREGOPT.49 

OpenOffice.org 2.0.55 

Opera.43 

Paint.NET.26 

Peer Guardian.33 

PhishGuard.33 

PhoneDeck.53 



Photocopier. 

PhotoFiltre. 

PhotoRazor. 

Phoxel Tourist Aid .... 

Picture-shark. 

Pix2Fone. 

Planarchy. 

POP Peeper. 

Prospector Lite. 

Om - The Quick Mailer. 

Quicknote. 

QuickTime Alternative. 
Responding Heads ... 

RivaTuner. 

Scrub. 

SilentNight Radio. 

SmartBarXP. 

SmartDB. 

Snazzy Backup . 

SpeedXP. 

SphereXP. 


. 54 
. .27 
..27 
.58 
.. 29 
. . 43 
.. 29 
..43 
..43 
. . 61 

. 54 
.38 
. . 61 
.49 
.33 
.39 
.22 
. 54 
.58 
. 50 
.20 



SpyCatcher Express 


SpyCatcher Express.34 

SpywareBlaster.34 

Squirlz Morph.28 

Sweep!.50 

SwizzTool.56 

Systemometer.50 

TeeChart-Office.56 

The GIMP.27 

TheSage.56 

TweakAII.46 

Tweaker.22 

Virtual Desktop.20 

WildBit Viewer.25 

Winamp.38 

WindowManager.23 

Windows Configurator.22 

WinOverBoost.50 

WinUpdatesList.23 

WUtool.23 

WyvernWorks Firewall.32 

Zero Assumption 

Digital Image Recovery.29 

Ziepod.61 

ZoneAlarm.34 

Zoner Draw 3.28 

Zoom Player Standard.37 


Freeware edition ■ PC Tools £5 









































































































































































REGULAR 


Coming up in PC TOOLS Issue 29. 



defective 


ancLsafely 


File sharing has blossomed on the back of 
the Internet boom, but there are many 
issues surrounding it. Not least of these 
being legality and safety. Buy the next issue 
of PC Tools and we'll give you a guide to 
surviving the world of online sharing and of 
course provide all of the software you need 
to get started and stay secure. 
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FULL MONTY 15 


“THE ULTIMATE IN PC SOFTWARE COLLECTIONS” 


SCREENSAVERS 

A superb selection of savers 
for all Windows 


KIDS STUFF 

Lots of games and 
educational stuff to keep the 
kids happy for ages! 


HAVE A LAUGH 

Lots of Jokes, pics & videos, 
to bring a smile to the 
hardiest of computer users 


EXTREME VIDEOS 

Amazing video clips that 
will blow you away! 


; ULTIMATE IN PC bOFTWAKE CUL 

Below is a sample of what you will find on 

PEPS THE BEST OF EBAY 2 ADULT SECTION 


DVD MOVIE BACK-UP 

Back-up your DVD movies 
quickly and easily! 


JIGSAWS 

A selection of Jigsaws from 
24 to over 1000 pieces 


THE BEST OF EBAY 2 
SAVE £££’s ! Why pay £5 plus 
for these titles on eBay when they 
are all inluded on Full Monty 15 

1000 Money Making Ideas 
Stop Smoking 
Webpage Design in 7 Days 
1001 Beauty Tips 
Ebay Sellers Guide 
597 Business Letters 
Make Money Online 
Success With Girls 
Make £200 A Day At Car Boots 
1000 Aitkin Diet Recipes 
60 Great Uses Of Salt 
60 Great Uses Of Vinegar 
Fifty Tips For Better Sleep 
Secret Ebay Marketing 
Plus many more! 


AMAZING ARTWORK 

Check out some amazing art 
which includes, Body Painting, 
Sand Sculpture, Street Art and 
3D stereoscopic pictures. 


ADULT SECTION 

A mega selection of Adult material 
containing - 

SCREENSAVERS, PICTURES, 
ANIMATED GIF’s, MOVIES 
& PROGRAMS 
* PLEASE NOTE * 

Full Monty 15 is available without the 
Adult content if required. 
PLEASE STATE WHEN YOU ORDER 


All this and more plus 
FREE CD (See below) on 

FULL MONTY 


for £12.50 +P&P 


GREAT GAMES 

- Create and solve your 
own Sudoku puzzles 
Flight Model Simulator - Mega 
flight sim with amazing graphics 
Monopoly - Excellent version of 
the popular board game 
Battleships - Classic Battleships 
game with great graphics 
Mahionaa - Flash version of this 
popular tile game 
Gvroball - Very addictive Marble 
Madness type game 
Flash Ludo - Nice version of 
Ludo with enhanced 3D graphics. 
Spvhunter - Superb conversion 
of the original arcade game 
Plumber - Nice rendered version 
of the classic Pipemania 
Sarah Solitaire - Klondike with 
pics of Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
River Raid - The Atari classic 
now available on your PC! 
PoolJam - Great example of the 
classic game of Pool 

PLUS LOTS MORE! 


GREAT UTILITIES 
Advanced Windows Care - Stop 
system crashes and PC freezes 
- Identify & find 
the statistics of any DVD media 
Font Maoic - An easy to use tool 
for creating impressive 3D text 
Printkev 2000 - Grab & print any 
all of your current screen 


Instantly retrieves the Windows 
product/CD key on any PC 
Deep Ripper - Convert audio files 
into MP3, Wav and many more 
DivX Plav Bundle - Everything you 
need to play DivX movies & files 
Microsoft GIF Animator - Fast & 
easy way to create animations 
Restoration - Restore files even 
when deleted from recycle bin 
Partition Resizer - Resize your 
partition. Supports FAT 16 & 32 
Quickzip - Supports zip, lha, tar, 
cab and many others 
Buttonz & Tilez - Utilities for 
creating buttons and textures 


MORE GREAT UTILITIES 

Gooole Earth - Zoom to any spot 
on the planet via satellite imagery 
Coolweb Shredder - Finds and 
removes nasty browser hijackers 
Epson SSC Util 4 - Printer stopped 
working? This will get it going again 
Burn4Free - CD/DVD burning tool 
compatible with over 2000 drives 
Mozilla Firefox - A superb browser. 
Better than Internet Explorer? 
ILsvstem Wiper - Erase Internet 
tracks, history and much more. 

Why not visit 
www.telescan.co.uk 
OR 

www.softcity.co.uk 
for more great deals 

CLASSIC BOOKS 

Includes The Complete Works of 

William Shakespeare plus many 
other great books 


the CD 


CHECK OUT THESE 

GREAT TITLES 
Greeting Card Verses 

100’s of greeting card verses 
covering subjects like, Birthdays, 
Xmas, Mothers day, Valentines, 
Wedding and many more. 

Microsoft Reader 
Comes complete with The 
Encarta Pocket Dictionary and 
English to French, Spanish, Italian 
and German dictionaries. 

How To Build A PC 
A superb tutorial on how to build 
a PCfrom scratch. Contains hints 
and tips for both the beginnner 
and more advanced user. 
Complete with many pictures. 

EZ Label Xpress 
EZ Label Xpress is an exciting 
CD/DVD label and DVD-insert 
design and print application that 
allows you to make multipurpose 
labels in a simple way 
The Sage Dictionarv/Thesaurus 


The Sage English Dictionary and 
Thesaurus is a complete dictio¬ 
nary and a multifaceted thesaurus 
of the English language. 
Cheatbook Database 2005 

Now contains 10,000+ cheats, 
hints & walkthroughs for a total of 
13 consoles including PC, X-Box 
Playatation 1&2, Gameboy etc. 
CIA World Factbook 2005 

A massive collection of data 
covering 78 countries with facts 
and figures on population, flags, 
currency, geography etc, etc. 
Unofficial UK Speed Camera 

Locations 

Complete list of UK speed camera 
locations plus the speed limit 
for each camera. 

Holding Pattern Screen Saver 


A saver that turns your idle 
computer screen into an airplane 
window complete with different 
moving photographic aerial views. 
Has to be seen to be believed!! 



LEGOLAND 
Create and run your 
very own Lego Park. 
Supplied as CD only 


MANGA BABES 
Contains 1000+ 
Manga images 
OVER 18’s ONLY 


OPEN OFFICE 2 
The alternative to 
Microsoft Office 
but it's free! 


OZ THE MAGICAL 
ADVENTURE 
Dorling Kindersley 
or ages 4-7 CD only 


40,000 CLIP ART ESSENTIAL UTILS 
A mega collection 
of clip-art to suit 


ARCADE 

2006 MACHINE 2 

All the best utilities Contains over 

on one CD! 1300 Games 


FREE CD WITH EVERY MONTY - PLEASE SELECT 1 FROM THE 7 TITLES ABOVE OR 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MANY MORE FREE TITLES 

| Post & Packing £2.50 per order please | 7^131 HI 

Cheques/PO’s payable to TELESCAN and post to TELESCAN PO BOX 1 THORNTON-CLEVELEYS LANCS FY5 1SH 
or telephone our CREDIT CARD LINE 01253 829292 (10AM TO 7PM) - Or ONLINE via our website at www.telescan.co.uk 










































































































NEW! 

The ultimate download website 

from the makers of PC ities magazine 


Find what you 
need in a flash! 


The powerful search bar enables 
you to quickly and easily find just 
the utility for the job 


Browse through our collection of 
20,000 programs, arranged in J 

the categories you're familiar [ 

with from PC Utilities magazine 





1 Check out the programs 
other people are 
downloading 


j Interesting new utilities 
are highlighted to bring 
| them to your attention - 
just click for more 
details 


Powerful search sorting options In-depth program profilers 


Click on column headings to 
sort the results in any way 
you choose 


Icons provide useful 
information at a glance - for 
instance, highlighting 
whether the program is a 
new addition or has been 
recently updated 



• Fast and powerful search tool 

• FREE downloads 

• Premium service available for just £1.99 a month 

• 20,000 utilities waiting to be discovered! 



www.pc-utilities.co.uk 









































